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I recall the day when I stood before the 
general membership of the PGCBA 
at Andrews Air Force Base and was 
accepted by the general body as a new 
member. I had received notice that 
I passed the bar, taken my oath the 
following month, and began my legal 
career at Alexander & Cleaver. Truth 
be told, at that moment I stood there 
because the partners of the firm, Gary 
and Jim, said it was a requirement of 
employment. I say to those partners 
today, thank you for making it a 
requirement. Membership has been a 
true journey. I quickly learned that the 
PGCBA was what its mission indicated 
it was: committed to serving its members 
and the community by promoting justice, 
professional excellence, collegiality and 
respect for the law. 

With the support of Alexander & 
Cleaver, I had the pleasure of serving 
on many of the committees of the 
Association over the years, enjoyed 
member benefits, and experienced true 
collegiality from the bench and bar. 
I will admit that softball sometimes 
tested our collegiality. 

Then, the next partner dictate came – 
it is not good enough to be a member, 

Like us 
on Facebook!

you need to be on the Board, get on the 
Executive Board. So, I became a Board 
member and a few years later joined 
the Executive Board. In my Board 
capacities I had the pleasure of helping 
design the programs and policies of the 
Association to achieve its mission with 
many dedicated judges and attorneys. 
One success during this time personally 
for me was developing the annual auction 
in connection with the Holiday Party. The 
auction was created to obtain much needed 
funds for continuation of the community 
projects of the Association such as Mock 
Trial, Law Links, Adoption Day, Christmas 
in April. I do understand many of you don’t 
want to take my calls because you know I 
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Colleagues,

“Accomplishment
will prove 
to be a journey, 
not a destination”  
– Dwight D. 
Eisenhower
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Dispute Resolution and Prevention
For a complete list of our services and Neutrals throughout MD, DC, and VA,  
call 1-888-343-0922 or visit www.McCammonGroup.com

The McCammon Group
is pleased to announce our newest Neutral

The Honorable Martin P. Welch retired recently after more than twenty-one years of distinguished judicial 
service, including ten years as Judge in Charge of the Family Division and four years as Chief Judge of the Circuit 
Court for Baltimore City. Prior to his service on the bench, he spent twelve years in the Baltimore City Solicitor’s 
Office, first in the Contracts and Tax, Pensions and Finance Sections and later in the Corporate Division.  
A leader in the community, he has served on the boards of numerous educational, charitable, and business 
organizations. Judge Welch now brings this distinct record of dedication and achievement to The McCammon 
Group to serve the mediation and arbitration needs of lawyers and litigants throughout Maryland and beyond.

Hon. Martin P. Welch (Ret.)
Retired Chief Judge  

Circuit Court for Baltimore City

am seeking contributions. My journey 
hasn’t ended, I will continue to call 
until you answer as I have had the 
pleasure of observing the effects of the 
Association’s community projects. 

Of course, you can only assume the 
next partner dictate – be an officer, 
become President. This dictate could 
not have been met without all of you, 
the Members of the Association. Thank 
you for your trust and confidence in 
allowing me the privilege of serving as 
Secretary, Treasurer, President-Elect, 
and ultimately President. During this 
past year I hope you have enjoyed 
the bringing of legislative, political, 
and judicial perspectives to each of 
our general membership meetings 
with honored guests Chief Judge 
John Morrissey, Senate President 

Thomas V. “Mike” Miller, Chairman 
Joseph Vallario, States Attorney 
Angela Alsobrooks, Council Chair 
Mel Franklin, and Maryland Attorney 
General Brian Frosh.   As well, I hope 
you took advantage of the expanding 
professional excellence programs of 
the Association including the Brown 
Bag Lunches, Bench to Bar Series, 
Annual Seminars and case analysis and 
tips from the bench and practitioners in 
the NewsJournal. I am proud to say all 
programs of the Association continued 
this year and we saw the return of the 
Mentor Program, Christmas in April 
and the much anticipated Membership 
Directory. The successes of this year 
are a result of the Bar Staff, Executive 
Board, Board, Sponsors, and you, 
the Members. Thank you all for your 
efforts and dedication. 

I hope you will be attending the Annual 
Membership meeting on June 9 at 
Newton White Mansion where we will 
say thank you to the Honorable Julia 
Weatherly, greet our newest District 
Court Judge, hear from the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court, Sydney Harrison, thank 
those that have provided distinguished 
service to the Association, and 
welcome the new President, the 
Honorable Joseph L. Wright, and the 
new leadership of the Association.

Presidency was not a destination, but an 
honor, and I look forward to my journey 
continuing with the Association. 

Proud Member of the Association,

Denise
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Member Announcements

PGCBA NEWSJOURNAL 
PAPERLESS???

....................................

Did you know that the PGCBA NewsJournal is 
available on our website at www.pgcba.com?  In 

addition, if you wish to receive your NewsJournal via 
email in lieu of a paper copy, beginning in September 

2015, please let us know at 
vpope@pgcba.com.

Welcome 
New Members!

“The PGCBA is glad to have 
you as our new members!”

Robert J. Baror
Thatcher Law Firm, LLC

Arya Saleh
Alpert Schreyer, LLC

Victor A. Lembo
Sinclair Prosser Law, LLC

Have a Great Summer!
The Brown Bag Lunch and Bench to Bar will resume in September.  

Watch for emails in August with Dates.

September 
Newsjournal

The Prince George’s County Bar Association 
NewsJournal does not run in the months of July 

and August.  It too resumes in September.  Please 
remember if you have anything to put in the 

September NewsJournal, it must be in our office 
by the 10th of August.

Thank You!
To the Staff of the Prince 

George’s County Bar 

Association for supplying  

outstanding support to the 

Members.
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Brown Bag Lunch

May 7, 2015
“No Wrong Doors” – Servicing Veterans

Hosted by Judge C. Philip Nichols; Speakers: Frank Natale, Director Advocacy for Income Security, Maryland 
Legal Aid; Tracey Parker Warren, Veterans' Affairs; and Michael Stone, 

Homeless Persons Representation Project

Thank You!
On behalf of Judge Nyce and Ben Rupert the Prince George’s County Bar Association would 

like to thank all of the presenters who participated in the Brown Bag Lunch and Bench to Bar.
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On March 31, 2015, the District 
Court Self-Help Resource Center 

(DCSHRC) in Upper Marlboro opened 
to assist self-represented litigants in 
Prince George’s County and neighboring 
counties. The Upper Marlboro DCSHRC 
is operated by attorneys and staff 
from Maryland Legal Aid, including 
a native Spanish-speaking attorney. 
The DCSHRC has assisted 443 self-
represented litigants since opening. 

Launched by the District Court of 
Maryland with assistance from the 
Maryland Access to Justice Commission 
as a pilot project, the first DCSHRC 
location opened in December 2009 in 
Glen Burnie. In 2011, the DCSHRC 
expanded from walk-in assistance 
to provide statewide assistance via 
telephone and live-chat. To date, over 
91,000 self-represented litigants have 
been assisted through the DSCHRC 
walk-in, telephone and live chat services. 
A quarter of those served live in Prince 
George’s County, which resulted in the 
opening of the additional DCSHRC 
location in Upper Marlboro to continue 
to fulfill the tremendous need for civil 
legal services. 

Regardless of their income level, self-
represented individuals with civil cases 
before the District Court of Maryland 
can visit the DCSHRC for advice or 
referrals for civil legal matters including 
landlord-tenant, small and large claims, 
replevin/detinue, and debt collection. 
The DCSHRC refers litigants for direct 
representation or additional advice to the 
private bar through the Prince George’s 
County Bar Association’s Lawyer 
Referral Service or local non-profits. 
Consultations with attorneys at the 
DCSHRC average about 20 minutes, but 
there is no time limit for consultations 
or a limit for the number of times a self-
represented litigant may seek assistance 
from the DCSHRC. The Center cannot 
assist businesses, third parties, or 
commercial landlords. 

Walk-in services are available at the Glen 
Burnie and Upper Marlboro District 
Court Self-Help Resource Centers from 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Self-represented 
litigants may also contact the self-help 
hotline at (410) 260-1392 or use the live-
chat service located on the Maryland 
Court’s website under the District Court 
Self-Help Resource Center tab. 

District Court Self-Help Resource Center (DCSHRC) 
Opens in Upper Marlboro 

District Court Self-Help Resource 
Center Locations: 

Annapolis (Call Center Only) 

Glen Burnie 7500 Governor Ritchie 
Highway Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Upper Marlboro 14735 Main St, 069B 
Upper Marlboro, MD 20772 
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PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 2014 GRANT RECIPIENT 
LIBERTY’S PROMISE 

 

 
 
Thanks to the support of the PGCBA, 69 Liberty’s Promise participants from High Point, Parkdale and 
Northwestern High Schools in Prince George's County we able to visit the Supreme Court in Washington, DC, 
where they met with Supreme Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor.   
 

Prince George’s County Bar Association
 2014 Grant Recipient

Liberty’s Promise

Thanks to the support of the PGCBA, 69 Liberty’s Promise participants from High Point, Parkdale and Northwestern High Schools 
in Prince George’s County were able to visit the Supreme Court in Washington, DC, where they met with U.S. Supreme Court Justice 
Sonia Sotomayor.  
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Mental Health Counseling/Therapy 

Psychiatric Evaluations & Treatment 
 

~ NOW OPEN ~ 
 

AAC - Prince George’s County 
4333 Northview Drive, Bowie, MD  20716 

 
410-768-5988 (p) - 410-768-5989 (f) 

www.annearundelcounseling.com 
 

Glen Burnie - Annapolis - Edgewater 
Kent Island - Bowie 
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DO YOU NEED 
A MEETING ROOM?

We have several sizes starting at 
$15.00 per hour

DO YOU HAVE AN OFFICE?
We could be a great satellite location!

DO YOU NEED AN OFFICE?
We have furnished Offices-
 call for more information.

Virtual Office Plans start at 
$55.00 per month!

BLE EXECUTIVE AND VIRTUAL 
OFFICE SUITES
9701 Apollo Drive

Suite 301 Largo, MD 20774
(301) 322-1700 www.blesuites.com

                                         DO YOU NEED A MEETING ROOM? 
We have several sizes starting at $15.00 per hour 

DO YOU HAVE AN OFFICE?
We could be a great satellite location! 

                     DO YOU NEED AN OFFICE? 
We have furnished Offices call for more information 

Virtual Office Plans start at $55.00 per month!
                                        BLE EXECUTIVE AND VIRTUAL OFFICE SUITES 

9701 Apollo Drive, Suite 301 Largo, MD  20774 

(301) 322-1700 
www.blesuites.com

  



PGCBA NewsJournal	   Page  8                           	                                        June 2015

Spring Membership Meeting
Wednesday, April 29, 2015
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1966 Greenspring Drive
Suite 500 
Timonium, Maryland 21093
Toll Free: 1.800.408.2080
Phone: 410.308.1600
Fax: 410.308.1742 
www.medicalneg.com

Accepting referrals in the areas of birth 
injury, cerebral palsy, complex medical 
malpractice and catastrophic personal 
injury litigation. 

Your Partner. 
An Advocate for Your Clients. 
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SPEEDY TRIAL – A PRIMER AND REFRESHER
Part Four - Constitutional Speedy Trial Considerations 
by Robert C. Bonsib, Esq. and Megan E. Coleman, Esq.

We have finally arrived at the last edition 
of what turned out to be a four-part 
analysis of speedy trial considerations in 
Maryland. We began with State speedy 
trial considerations under Maryland Rule 
4-271, Criminal Procedure Article 6-103, 
and Hicks, and then discussed speedy trial 
considerations under the 6th Amendment 
to the United States Constitution, the 
Maryland Declaration of Rights, and 
Barker v. Wingo. Last month we presented 
cases in which a constitutional speedy trial 
violation did occur. In this article we will 
present cases in which a constitutional 
speedy trial violation did not occur.

As a recap, in determining whether a 
defendant’s constitutional right to a 
speedy trial has been violated, the court 
should consider: 

(1)	 Length of Delay

a.	 A pre-trial delay of one 
year is guaranteed to be of 
“constitutional dimension” and 
“presumptively prejudicial” 
thus requiring the trial court to 
conduct a speedy trial analysis.

b.	 However, a delay of less 
than one year may be of 
“constitutional dimension” 
requiring analysis, depending 
on the circumstances, 
especially where the case is 
routine.

(2)	 Reason for the Delay

a.	 A deliberate attempt to 
delay the trial in order to 
hamper the defense should be 
weighted heavily against the 
government. 

b.	 A more neutral reason such 
as negligence or overcrowded 
courts should be weighted 
less heavily but nevertheless 
should be considered since the 
ultimate responsibility for such 
circumstances must rest with 
the government rather than 
with the defendant. 

c.	 A valid reason, such as a 
missing witness, should serve 
to justify appropriate delay. 

(3)	 Assertion of Right to a Speedy Trial

a.	 Did the defense 
make 	a speedy trial demand in 
writing?

b.	 Did the defense oppose 
any requests for continuances 
or make repeated requests for 
continuances? 

c.	 Did the defense adopt 
and incorporate speedy 
trial demands made by co-
defendants?

(4)	 Actual Prejudice to the Defendant

a.	 Oppressive pretrial 
incarceration

b.	 Anxiety and concern 

c.	 Impairment of the defense – 
loss of evidence or witness 

d.	 Financial strain and loss of 
employment? Maybe

A Constitutional Speedy Trial Violation 
Did Not Occur in the Following Cases:

(1)	 In Howard v. State, 66 Md.App. 
273 (1986), cert. denied, 306 Md. 288, an 
eight month delay was upheld where two 
months of that delay were deemed to be 
consented to by the defendant. 

Length of delay: Eight months. Howard 
and others were charged with conspiracy 
to commit robbery with a deadly weapon. 

Howard was arrested on September 21, 
1983 and went to trial on June 19, 1984. 

 
Reason for delay: The first trial date was 
February 27, 1984. The delay between 
arrest and this date was attributable to the 
orderly processing of the case, and thus 
not chargeable to the State. There were 
delays of trial on both March 19, 1984 and 
April 16, 1984 which the CSA said were 
neutral because they were just short of two 
months and good cause was found based 
upon the unavailability of courtrooms. 

There were delays of trial on February 27, 
1984 and May 14, 1984 which the CSA 
attributed to the State, but only accorded 
slight weight. On the February 27th trial 
date, the State sought to consolidate 
the trials of the co-defendants. Howard 
did not object or move to sever until the 
May 14th trial date. When his motion was 
granted, trial was promptly set within the 
next month, thus mitigating the effect of 
the delay.

Assertion of right: At arraignment on 
November 18, 1983 Howard filed a 
motion for speedy trial. On December 19, 
1983, new counsel entered his appearance 
and filed a second motion for speedy 
trial. On May 15, 1984, a motion to 
dismiss for lack of speedy trial was filed. 
On June 18, 1984, Howard was brought 
to trial. Another motion to dismiss for 
lack of speedy trial was filed. The CSA 
found that this factor “is entitled to strong 
evidentiary weight.”

Actual prejudice: The only noted 
prejudice was pre-trial incarceration.

Balancing of the factors: The CSA said 
the weight accorded to the two months’ 
delay attributable to the State is slight, 
and although Howard’s assertion was 
timely and he was incarcerated, the delay 
was not of the kind or duration to warrant 
dismissal.

(2) In Fields v. State, 172 Md.App. 496 
(2007), the CSA found that the trial court 
did not abuse its discretion in postponing 
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the trial date beyond the 180-day period, 
and the 20 month delay in bringing the 
defendant to trial did not violate his right 
to a speedy trial.

Length of delay: Over 20 months. Fields 
was convicted of second degree murder, 
conspiracy to murder, assault and firearms 
violations.

Reason for delay: Fields was arrested June 
9, 2003 and arraigned October 7, 2003. 
Co-defendant Colkley filed a motion for 
speedy trial on October 14, 2003. 

The first trial date was February 4, 2004. 
With respect to the first delay from arrest 
to this first trial date, the CSA charged the 
delay to the State because “the ultimate 
responsibility for such circumstances 
rests with the government.” However, it 
was given less weight because it was due 
to the complexity of the case and witness 
availability. 

At that first trial date counsel for Fields 
requested a brief postponement because 
defense counsel was sick. The State wanted 
the case to be postponed until after the 
detective’s vacation. The administrative 
judge found good cause to postpone 
beyond 180-days. The CSA found that 
the five day delay was attributed to the 
defense and the three month delay was 
attributed to the State. The CSA accorded 
this delay neutral. 

The next trial date of May 10, 2004 was 
postponed because the prosecutor wanted 
to try an older case and there was no 
courtroom availability. The CSA found 
that this weighed against the State but the 
CSA did not find evidence in the record 
that there was purposeful delay. 

The next trial date of July 28, 2004 was 
postponed because a new prosecutor was 
assigned to the case and noticed that a 
witness was not summonsed and that 
the primary detective would be going on 
vacation the next day and would not be 
back until the following Monday. The 
defense objected. The administrative 

judge admonished the State and granted 
a continuance but cautioned that the case 
would not be postponed again. The CSA 
weighed this delay heavily against the 
State. 

The next trial date of October 19, 2004 
which was postponed by the State because 
the prosecutor was in another trial. 

The next court date of January 5, 2005 
was postponed due to the prosecutor being 
assigned a new position and having a 
heavy workload. Also, the State said that 
witnesses were requesting immunity. The 
CSA found that “[t]he nature, complexity 
and various circumstances of witnesses 
and counsel all contributed to the reasons 
articulated by the State. 

The next trial date was March 22, 2005. 
Motions to Dismiss were argued and 
denied. The jury was sworn March 24, 
2005.

Assertion of right: Fields adopted 
Colkley’s demands to be tried promptly 
and thus asserted his right to a speedy trial.

Actual prejudice: Fields was incarcerated 
upon arrest on July 9, 2003 and remained 
incarcerated for nearly 20 months until 
trial. These charges were the only charges 
holding him. The Court recognized 
that the defendant endured anxiety and 
concern and experienced oppressive pre-
trial incarceration, but the Court looked 
at the most important factor to establish 
prejudice which is the inability to prepare 
one’s defense. There was no contention 
that a witness died or had faded memories 
due to delay, nor that they were hindered 
in any way. The Court said “[i]n view of 
the complexity and gravity of the case, 
we accord great weight to the lack of any 
significant prejudice resulting from the 
delay.” Id. at 542-43.

Balancing of the factors: The length of 
delay was over 20 months and therefore 
the period of delay was “presumptively 
prejudicial.” Fields satisfied the 
requirement that he demand a speedy trial. 

With respect to the prejudice prong, Fields 
never claimed his defense was impaired by 
destruction of evidence or unavailability 
or loss of memory of witnesses. The 
CSA recognized that the most troubling 
prong is the reason for delay. The State 
sought to try the defendants jointly but the 
State did nothing to bring the defendants 
to trial timely. The State continuously 
sought continuances despite assurances 
to the Court that it would be ready for 
trial each time. The CSA said that the 
reasons offered by the State in obtaining 
postponements, the lack of diligence, 
and the corresponding frustration of the 
administrative judge’s designees are 
“strikingly similar” to Wilson v. State, 148 
Md.App. 601 (2002). 

The CSA said that consideration of 
the multiple defendants represented by 
different counsel, recalcitrant witnesses, 
moderately complex issues and crowded 
court dockets are all properly factored into 
the speedy trial equation. However, the 
administrative duties of the prosecuting 
attorney are not proper considerations in 
an evaluation of the reasons for delaying 
a criminal trial and in a determination of 
whether a defendant has been denied the 
Sixth Amendment right to a speedy trial.

Although the CSA found the reasons 
for the delay troubling, the delay did 
not impair the ability of the defendants 
to present their defenses. The CSA said 
it may have been different if the delay 
was purposeful by the State rather than a 
lack of “professional diligence” and had 
the defendants been able to demonstrate 
impairment of their defenses as a result of 
the delay. The CSA said in weighing the 
actual and presumed prejudice, the scales 
are not tipped in favor of a violation of 
the 6th Amendment right to a speedy trial.

(3) In State v. Kanneh, 403 Md. 678 
(2008), the Court of Appeals held that 
delay of 35 months did not violate the 
defendant’s constitutional right to a 
speedy trial. 

SPEEDY TRIAL , Con’t

cont’d on next page...
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Length of Delay: 35 months. Kanneh was 
charged with sexual abuse of a minor and 
related offenses. The trial court ultimately 
dismissed the case for a violation of the 
defendant’s constitutional right to a speedy 
trial. The State appealed and the COA 
granted certiorari before any proceedings 
in the intermediate appellate court.

Reason for the Delay: Kanneh was 
arrested on August 18, 2004. He was 
charged by indictment on December 
3, 2004. Kanneh’s attorney entered her 
appearance on January 18, 2005, and the 
first trial date was set for April 5, 2005. 

At a scheduling conference on January 
28, 2005, the State indicated that DNA 
evidence would likely not be ready for the 
April 5th trial date, and defense counsel 
agreed. The COA found that the first 
postponement of the April 5, 2005 trial 
date to obtain DNA evidence is neutral 
because there is no evidence that the State 
failed to act in a diligent manner. 

The second trial date of June 6, 2005 
was postponed pre-trial because the State 
indicated the DNA evidence had still not 
been processed. The COA found that this 
postponement due to unavailability of 
DNA evidence is also “largely neutral.” 
 
The third postponement of the November 
28, 2005 trial date was to consolidate the 
defendant’s trial with his father’s case. 
This is charged against the State, but “in 
the balance, it has relatively little weight 
given that this only resulted in a delay of 
approximately two weeks.”

The fourth postponement of the December 
12, 2005 trial date was partly because of 
the defendant’s request for severance, 
and partly the result of the unavailability 
of an interpreter. The COA found that 
the unavailability of an interpreter does 
not weigh heavily against the State. It is 
“analogous to the problem of overcrowded 
courts” which has been a “more neutral 
reason” that should be “weighted less 
heavily” but considered nonetheless.

The fifth postponement of the January 23, 
2006 trial date which resulted in a delay 
of nine months until October 16, 2006 
was caused by the inability to secure an 
interpreter who could simultaneously 
interpret court proceedings. The State 
had made “Herculean efforts” to find an 
interpreter and the original request for an 
interpreter had not even been made by the 
defense until January 28, 2005. There was 
no bad faith by the State, thus the delay is 
not weighed against the State. 

The sixth postponement of the October 
16, 2006 trial date to February 26, 2007 
was both because of the ongoing attempt 
to find a qualified interpreter, and to have 
the defendant undergo a competency 
evaluation. The COA found that for the 
purpose of determining the defendant’s 
competence to stand trial, that delay must 
be weighed against the defendant.

The seventh postponement of the 
February 26, 2007 trial date was due to the 
interpreter’s recent surgery and was not 
the result of any bad faith, and therefore 
if weighed against the State, it is only 
slightly.

Assertion of Right: In this case, the 
defendant, with the assistance of counsel, 
acquiesced to each postponement until 
he objected to the final postponement in 
February, 2007. Therefore, this factor is 
weighed against the defendant and in favor 
of the State. The COA said under Barker 
that Kanneh’s failure to assert his right is 
entitled to “strong evidentiary weight.”

Actual Prejudice: Kanneh spent one night 
in jail before posting bond, and then was 
on pretrial supervision under the condition 
that he not be around children. Kanneh 
never complained that the restriction was 
onerous. Kanneh’s assertion that he did 
not seek new employment or enroll in 
school because of the pending case only 
demonstrates minimal prejudice. There 
was no assertion of any actual prejudice to 
the defense’s case. 

Balancing of the Factors: Although the 
delay was significant, the nature of the 
case was complex, there was no bad 
faith on the part of the State in securing 
an interpreter which was the primary 
reason for the delay. The defendant never 
objected to the postponements which is 
accorded great evidentiary weight. Any 
prejudice to the defendant was minimal, 
thus the defendant’s right to a speedy trial 
was not violated. 

(4) In Henry v. State, 204 Md.App. 
509 (2012), the CSA held that Henry’s 
constitutional right to a speedy trial was 
not violated. 

Length of delay: 13 months between 
the defendant’s arrest for rape and the 
commencement of his trial. 

Reason for delay: The initial six month 
period between the charging date and 
the first trial date was accorded neutral 
status as it is necessary for the orderly 
administration of justice. On the first trial 
date, the State moved to continue that date 
due to the unavailability of the prosecutor. 
The defendant did not object, and the trial 
was rescheduled for three months later. 
This three month delay is chargeable to the 
State although the defense didn’t object. 

At the second trial date the State asked 
for a continuance due to a backlog at the 
DNA lab. The defense objected but the 
administrative judge found good cause to 
postpone the trial beyond Hicks, and the 
trial was reset for five weeks later. 

The State moved one more time to 
postpone the third trial date, but that 
motion was denied. 

The defense moved in limine to exclude 
DNA evidence the morning of trial, that had 
just been received that same morning. The 
court denied that motion. The defense then 
moved to postpone trial but asserted that the 
defendant was not waiving his speedy trial 
right. The administrative judge granted the 
defendant’s request for a continuance and 
trial was reset four months later. 



PGCBA NewsJournal	   Page  13                           	                                         June 2015

SPEEDY TRIAL , Con’t

The CSA found that a five-week delay due 
to backlog at the State DNA lab was not 
to be weighted heavily. The four month 
continuance granted after the defendant 
sought to exclude DNA evidence was 
for a neutral reason. The prosecution was 
complex. There was no evidence that the 
State failed to act in a diligent manner. 
Even to the extent that the delays in 
obtaining DNA evidence were attributable 
to the State, those reasons are weighed 
less heavily in the analysis.

Assertion of right: The defendant first 
asserted his right to a speedy trial in an 
omnibus motion, he then reasserted the 
right at the conclusion of the motions 
hearing, and then again when defense 
counsel asked for a continuance of the trial 
date. Thus the defendant clearly asserted 
his right to a speedy trial.

Actual prejudice: The defendant said he 
suffered anxiety and concern about his 
family as well as personal and business 
affairs, the defendant was also incarcerated 
the entire time. But the defendant did 
not assert that his defense was impaired. 
The CSA found that no actual prejudice 
occurred, especially since he received 
acquittals on all counts except second 
degree assault.   

Balancing: After balancing the factors the 
CSA concluded that Henry’s constitutional 
speedy trial right was not violated. 

(5) In Howard v. State, 440 Md. 427 
(2014), the COA held that a 28 month delay 
did not violate Howard’s constitutional 
right to a speedy trial. 

Length of delay: 28 months. Howard was 
convicted of 1st degree rape and 1st degree 
sexual offense.

Reason for delay: The COA found that 
“[i]n the aggregate, the reasons for the 
delay are neutral.” Howard caused 183 
days of delay because he discharged his 
first lawyer and his second lawyer needed 
time to prepare. The COA found that there 
were 223 days of delay which were not 

caused by either party, but rather were 
for the orderly administration of justice 
in setting the first trial date, and also for 
defense counsel to await expert analysis 
of DNA. There were 71 days of delay 
that were neutral for defense counsel 
to review discovery that had just been 
provided by the State. The State caused 
270 days of delay due to State’s witness’ 
unavailability. The State caused 98 days 
of delay because Howard’s counsel had 
not yet received DNA test results. 

Assertion of right: Howard did “frequently 
and strongly assert[ ] his right to a speedy 
trial” through motions.
	
Actual prejudice: Howard alleged that 
two years of his life were gone while 
incarcerated and that he was almost 
stabbed in custody. Howard did not allege 
that his defense was impaired by evidence 
gone missing, witness unavailability, or 
memories faded. 

Balancing of factors: The COA concluded 
that the lack of actual prejudice and the 
neutral reasons for the delay outweighed 
the length of the delay and Howard’s 
assertion of his right to a speedy trial. The 
COA held that Howard’s constitutional 
right to a speedy trial was not violated.

Summary from Cases

Defense Should Assert there was a 
Constitutional Violation because of…

1.	Routine charges 

2.	Loss of evidence, memories 
faded, unavailability of essential 
witnesses

3.	Prosecutor’s busy schedule not 
an appropriate consideration for 
the analysis 

4.	Prosecutor did not act diligently 
in bringing defendant to trial (or 
acted indifferently or in bad faith)

5.	Repeated demands for a speedy 
trial 

State Should Assert there was No 
Constitutional Violation because 
of…

1.	Orderly processing of setting the 
case in for trial 

2.	Courtroom unavailability 

3.	Need for DNA evidence 

4.	Sickness/Injury/Unavailability 
of  witnesses, interpreters, counsel

5.	Need for competency exam 

6.	Interpreter unavailability  

7.	Complexity in the case and 
serious nature of the charges

8.	No objection to continuances by 
the defendant 

9.	No actual prejudice articulated 
by the defendant 

10.	Good faith and professional 
diligence by the prosecutor 

Robert C. Bonsib, Esq. is a partner at 
MarcusBonsib, LLC and Chair of the 
PGCBA Federal Practice Committee. 
Megan E. Coleman, Esq. is an Associate 
at MarcusBonsib, LLC. Both concentrate 
their practices in the defense of state and 
federal criminal matters.
Email: robertbonsib@marcusbonsib.com 
or megancoleman@marcusbonsib.com
Website: robertbonsib.com 
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Thank you to all the volunteers 
who helped with Christmas in 
April this year, and a special 

thank you to Maurene McNeil, 
Chair and House Captain, 

ShaRon Kelsey.in April

 April 25, 2015
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Family Law, Matters: Celebrating the Retirement of the 
Honorable Julia B. Weatherly | by Lindsey K. Erdmann, Esq.

I remember the day I first met Judge 
Julia B. Weatherly like it was yesterday.  

It was 2003, and I was a third year law 
student.  I was young, energetic, and eager 
to become a family law attorney.  I had 
heard that a judicial clerkship in Judge 
Weatherly’s chambers was the “clerkship 
of dreams” for any aspiring family 
law practitioner.  I was ecstatic when I 
learned that I was selected to interview 
for a clerkship.  Filled with excitement, I 
packed my briefcase and headed to Upper 
Marlboro for my 8:30 am interview.  I 
arrived at the Circuit Courthouse with 
plenty of time to spare, but was held by 
security until the courthouse opened to the 
public.  It was only when the clock struck 
8:30 am that security told me that I was in 
the wrong building.  You see, in 2003, the 
Duvall Wing was under construction, and 
Judge Weatherly’s chambers were located 
in the County Administration Building 
across the street.  My heart began to race 
because I realized that I was late for the 
most important interview of my very fresh 
legal career.  I turned and began to run 
at full speed in heels, around the Circuit 
Courthouse, across Main Street, and to the 
CAB building.  At that time, as I ran, all 
I imagined was how I had just blown this 
great opportunity.  In that moment, I had 
no idea of Judge Weatherly’s empathetic 
nature, or that she would find the story 
amusing.  

When I arrived, much to my surprise, Judge 
Weatherly apologized for the confusion 
and the trouble the “split courthouse” had 
caused me.  She immediately made me 
feel at ease, and joked that this was a test 
to determine if I was up to the challenge of 
walking, jogging, or running (my choice) 
that trip every work day. As I interviewed 
with Judge Weatherly, her administrative 
aide, and her then-current law clerk, it 
became clear to me how important her 
administrative aide Missy Windsor and 
her law clerks were to her, and how much 
their opinions mattered.  The longer we 
all talked, the more apparent it became 
that this clerkship would be something so 
much greater than just learning the law 
or the inner workings of the courthouse.  

I was going to learn from a recognized 
authority in family law, and I was going 
to become part of a close circle that has 
lasted through the years.  In that moment, 
I didn’t care if I had to walk, jog, or run 
that trip ten times a day carrying stacks 
of files, her bench book, and her robe.  I 
knew I wanted this clerkship desperately.  
I was ecstatic when I was offered the 
opportunity to become her fourth law 
clerk, and I quickly accepted the position.         

Now 12 years later, I have been asked 
by the Prince George’s County Bar 
Association to write a tribute to Judge 
Weatherly, in celebration of her recent 
retirement.  I am honored to have been 
selected for this task, and hope that I can 
do the task justice.  It is difficult, if not 
impossible, to capture such an illustrious 
career and such a wonderful, giving, 
and caring human being in a matter of 
three pages.  However, as I gathered my 
thoughts, I reflected back on the story of 
our first meeting with fondness because 
of how much it illustrates the person 
who I have come to know and admire 
– a brilliant mind; a true leader with a 
team-focused approach; an educator and 
mentor; a kind, empathetic, and overly 
humble person; and a sense of humor 
rivaled only by professional comedians.  I 
assure you that my views are shared by all 
15 of Judge Weatherly’s law clerks.  And, 
I trust that any person who has come into 
contact with Judge Weatherly throughout 
her distinguished career has similar views, 
and has a fond memory or story of their 
own to share. 

It is not surprising, looking at Judge 
Weatherly’s background, that she has 
become the accomplished jurist and 
person that she is today.  Judge Weatherly 
was born and raised in Michigan, and 
went on to graduate from the University 
of Michigan in 1971.  Abhorring the brutal 
winters, Judge Weatherly was determined 
to move south, promising herself that she 
would apply to and ultimately attend the 
law school, “furthest south who would 
take me.”  Well, Judge Weatherly did not 
land as far south as she had envisioned, but 

the nation’s capital did bring substantially 
improved weather.  To nobody’s surprise, 
Judge Weatherly excelled in law school, 
quickly graduating from the George 
Washington University Law School.  
Following graduation from law school, 
Judge Weatherly began practicing law 
in Prince George’s County, and shortly 
thereafter, she and her law partners formed 
Weatherly, Schiszik & Isen in Riverdale.  
A significant portion of her law practice 
was devoted to family law, a passion 
which has followed her throughout 
her career.  Those who practiced with 
or against Judge Weatherly recall her 
compassionate handling of cases and her 
understanding of the law and its nuances.  
Those same people recount her work ethic 
and her drive to settle cases in fair and 
practical ways.  She earned the respect 
of her colleagues, which she maintains to 
this day.       

Judge Weatherly has spent the past 28 years 
on the Prince George’s County Circuit 
Court bench, first as a Master of Domestic 

The Honorable Julia B. Weatherly
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Relations and later as an Associate Judge.  
In 1987, Judge Weatherly made history 
as one of the youngest Masters ever 
appointed in the State.  She maintained the 
position of full-time Master for 13 years, 
until she was appointed as an Associate 
Judge of the Circuit Court in September 
2000.  She faithfully served until her 
retirement on March 31, 2015.  During 
her tenure, Judge Weatherly spent 8 years 
as the Coordinating Judge of the Family 
Division, overseeing Masters’ operations, 
establishing and maintaining consistency 
in the time standards of family cases 
(“the DCM”), and shaping much of the 
Family Division as we know it today.  
Judge Weatherly has served on numerous 
committees and boards throughout her 
career, and has received countless awards 
and honors for her contributions and 
service.   
  
The contributions made by Judge 
Weatherly to her colleagues, to her law 
clerks, and to the legal community cannot 
be understated.  It is these contributions 
for which she will be remembered and 
missed around the Circuit Courthouse.  If 
you were to ask her judicial colleagues 
for their opinions on Judge Weatherly, 
each would describe her as a sharp mind, 

dedicated to her work, and possessing a 
larger-than-life personality.  Many would 
recount how her car is often the last 
vehicle in the parking lot at the end of the 
night or on a weekend, as she routinely 
stays late to write opinions in family law 
matters, rule on chambers motions, and 
prepare for continuing legal education 
seminars which she presents.  Most 
would not be surprised to learn that, in 
her 15 years as a Judge, she has herself 
penned every single opinion stemming 
from a family law trial.  Judge Weatherly 
believes every family law case is different, 
and each is equally deserving of her time 
and empathy.  She puts countless hours 
into the reasoning and drafting of her 
opinions, often finalizing after the third, 
fifth, or eighth draft.  Other judges would 
talk about Judge Weatherly’s “open door 
policy,” and her willingness to answer 
questions and provide input and guidance 
on family law cases, especially to newer 
judges without family law backgrounds.  
Many jurists from across the state would 
recall learning family law from Judge 
Weatherly at New Trial Judge Orientation, 
which she has taught at nearly every 
year.  Still other judges would recount 
committees on which he/she served with 
Judge Weatherly.  And all judges would 

talk about her smile, her humor, and the 
warmth she brought during her tenure to 
the Circuit Court bench.    

If you were to ask the members of 
the Bar for their impressions of Judge 
Weatherly, each would say she brought 
something very special to the bench in 
Prince George’s County.  Each would 
tell you that even if they lost their case in 
front of Judge Weatherly, he/she felt they 
were allowed to present their case and 
that the trial was fair.  Non-family law 
attorneys would say that Judge Weatherly 
would familiarize herself with the case 
file, and any unusual case law, and be 
fully prepared to consider the case.  They 
would say that if she didn’t know the 
answer, she would figure it out.  It is rare 
to find a family law practitioner in this 
county who has not attended a seminar 
at which Judge Weatherly has presented.  
Recognized as an elite family law jurist, 
Judge Weatherly is frequently sought 
out as a speaker at local, state-wide, and 
national conferences in the area of family 
law.  No seminar is “too small” or “too 
large” for Judge Weatherly, who believes 
that continuing legal education is crucial 

Family Law, Matters, Con’t

cont’d on next page...

L to R: Judge Cathy H. Serrette; 
U.S. Supreme Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor; 

Judge Julia B. Weatherly

Judge Julia B. Weatherly and Lindsey K. Erdmann
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Family Law, Matters, Con’t

to the success of the legal community.  
Finally, Bar members will all recount 
Judge Weatherly’s approachability, 
her friendly disposition, and her warm 
personality.  

If you were to ask Judge Weatherly’s law 
clerks, her administrative aide Missy 
Windsor, her bailiff Jimmy Washington, 
and her courtroom clerk Kim Waymer, 
each would have their own funny and 
moving stories to tell.  Most stories 
would likely focus on our numerous 
get-togethers at her home, where we 
cook and laugh for hours until we are 
told to go home.  Although most judges 
hold an annual get-together for their 
clerks and staff, Judge Weatherly hosts 
an additional six to ten throughout the 
year, including a holiday party, where 
we are each presented with a small gift 
hand-selected to reflect each person’s 
unique personality.  Six of us have had 
the honor of being married by Judge 
Weatherly, who put a special and unique 
touch on each person’s ceremony.  Each 
of us now counts the others as a friend, 
and often a mentor, and we have Judge 
Weatherly to thank for creating this 
special connection.  

As for me, if I had a nickel for every 
time somebody said, “you must have had 
the most amazing experience clerking 
with Judge Weatherly,” I would be a 
very wealthy woman.  I recognize how 
blessed I am to have had the opportunity 
to learn from the best.  I do not take 

for granted the wonderful experience I 
was afforded, and the connections and 
friendships that I have made along the 
way.  As I reflect back on the first day 
I met Judge Weatherly, I realize how 
much I have grown and changed in these 
12 years, and how much credit is owed 
to Judge Weatherly for who her law 
clerks have become both professionally 
and personally.  Interestingly, Judge 
Weatherly would never accept the credit 
due, and would likely downplay the 
role and impact she has had on so many 
people.  This is just part of the Judge 
Weatherly that I know and admire.  Her 
constant presence around the courthouse 
will be missed.   

Lindsey K. Erdmann is an attorney at 
McNamee, Hosea, Jernigan, Kim, Greenan, 
& Lynch, P.A., with offices in Greenbelt and 
Annapolis.  Lindsey’s practice focuses primarily 
on family law, in addition to estates and trusts 
planning and administration.  Lindsey received 
her undergraduate degree from the University 
of Delaware, and her Juris Doctor from the 
University of Maryland School of Law in 2003.  
Lindsey is active in numerous committees and 
charitable causes.  Lindsey is past chair of the 
Family Law Committee of the Prince George’s 
County Bar Association; former president of 
the Prince George’s County Chapter of the 
Women’s Bar Association; and past president of 
Community Legal Services of Prince George’s 
County, Inc.  Lindsey is a current member of the 
Section Council of Family and Juvenile Law for 
the Maryland State Bar Association.       

Former clerk Megan Ruddy; former intern; Judge Julia B. Weatherly; Executive administrative aide Missy 
Windsor; Former clerk Monise Brown; Former clerk Lindsey Erdmann; and Former clerk Cathy Howard.
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Young Lawyers Happy Hour
April 23, 2015

hosted by
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In Rodriguez v. United States, No. 13-
9972, slip op. (Decided April 21, 2015), 

the Supreme Court held that the police 
may not prolong a routine traffic stop 
in order to conduct a dog sniff, absent 
reasonable suspicion.  

Rodriguez was indicted in the United 
States District Court for the District of 
Nebraska on one count of possession with 
intent to distribute 50 grams or more of 
methamphetamine.  Rodriguez moved to 
suppress the evidence seized from his car 
on the basis, in part, that the officer did 
not have reasonable suspicion to prolong 
the traffic stop to conduct the dog sniff.  
While finding no reasonable suspicion 
to detain Rodriguez after he was issued 
a traffic warning, the Magistrate Judge 
nevertheless denied the suppression 
motion.  The Judge cited Eighth Circuit 
precedent which deemed a delay of seven 
to eight minutes for a dog sniff a de 
minimis Fourth Amendment intrusion. Id. 
slip op.at 3.  The District Court adopted 
the Magistrate Judge’s findings and 
conclusions and thus denied Rodriguez’s 
motion to suppress.  As a result of that 
ruling, Rodriguez entered a conditional 
guilty plea and was sentenced to five 
years in prison. The Supreme Court 
granted certiorari.

The Court began its analysis by comparing 
the brevity of a traffic stop to that of a Terry 
stop. Terry v. Ohio, 392 U.S. 1 (1968). 
“The tolerable duration of police inquiries 
in the traffic-stop context is determined 
by the seizure’s ‘mission’- to address the 
traffic violation that warranted the stop 
and attend to related safety concerns.” 
Illinois v. Caballes, 543 U.S. at 407.   
The Court went on to note that because 
addressing the infraction is the reason for 
the stop, the duration may not be longer 
than necessary to effectuate that purpose.  
Rodriguez, slip op. at 5.  In Caballes, the 
Court warned of the potential of a traffic 
stop to become unlawful if prolonged 
beyond the time required to complete the 
“mission” of issuing a warning ticket.  543 

U.S. at 407.  The Court acknowledged 
that the “mission” in issuing a traffic 
ticket typically includes “checking the 
driver’s license, determining whether 
there are outstanding warrants against the 
driver, and inspecting the automobile’s 
registration and proof of insurance.” 
Rodriguez, slip op. at 6.  The Court 
characterized a dog sniff as falling outside 
of the officer’s traffic mission.  A dog sniff 
“[l]acks the same close connection to 
roadway safety as the ordinary inquiries.” 
Rodriguez, slip op at 7. 

The Court then turned to the de minimis  
rule advanced by the Eighth Circuit.  In 
this case, the Eighth Circuit believed that 
the Fourth Amendment intrusion could 
be offset by the government’s “strong 
interest in interdicting the flow of illegal 
drugs along the nation’s highways.” Id., 
citing $404,905.00 in U.S. Currency v. 
U.S., 182 F. 3d. at 649.  Rejecting that 

Supreme Court Holds Police Cannot Prolong Traffic Stop 
for Dog Sniff Absent Reasonable Suspicion | By Elsa W. Smith, Esq.

argument, the Court noted that the mission 
of conducting a traffic stop diverges from 
the objective of an on-scene criminal 
investigation.  Although asking someone 
who is lawfully stopped to exit their car 
as in Pennsylvania v. Mimms, 434 U.S. 
106, 110-111 (1977) has been found to be 
a de minimis intrusion, the Court found 
that a dog sniff could not be justified on 
the same grounds. “Highway and safety 
are interests different in kind from the 
Government’s endeavor to detect crime in 
general or drug trafficking in particular.” 
Id., slip op. at 8.   

The second issue of whether reasonable 
suspicion of criminal activity justified 
a detention after the traffic warning 
was given was not addressed by this 
Court. That question remains open for a 
determination by the Eighth Circuit Court 
of Appeals. Id. slip op. at 9.

JENNIFER FAIRFAX

Fellow of the
AMERICAN ACADEMY OF

Adoption Attorneys

Adoption Law • Reproduction Law • Surrogacy • Donor Agreements
Domestic, Second Parent and Relative Adoptions

827 Woodside Parkway
Silver Spring, MD 20910
301.221.9651
fax: 301.589.2339
jfairfax@jenniferfairfax.com
www.jenniferfairfax.com

Member of RESOLVE Mid-Atlantic Region • Licensed in Maryland and the District of Columbia

Fellow of the
AMERICAN ACADEMY OF

Assisted Reproductive Technology Attorneys
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101 College Parkway, Arnold, MD 21012 | 410-777-7323 
For registration, speaker and seminar information, visit 

www.aacc.edu/legalstudies/cle. 

In Partnership with Anne Arundel Bar Association 

Presented by the Young Lawyer’s Committee 
 
Tricks and Trades from the District Court Judges Learn from the Judges themselves the best ways 
to have a successful District Court law practice. $55.00 (add $10.00 if out of county) 
 
Speakers: Hon. John P. McKenna.    When: June 4, 2015 6–8:15 pm 
  Hon. H. Richard, Duden, III 
  Hon. Danielle M. Mosley 
  Hon. Thomas V. Miller 
  

Where: Anne Arundel County Circuit Court, Jury Room 
 

Sponsored by the Bar Association of Frederick County 
 

Personal Injury 101: From Open to Close with Tips Learn from seasoned attorneys what important 
information you need to know to effectively represent clients who have been injured in a personal 
injury cases. $65.00 (incls. $10.00 out of county resident fee) 
 
Speakers: Thomas Gross, Esq.     When: June 17, 2015; 4 – 7 pm 
 

Where: Delaplaine Visual Arts Center, 40 S. Carroll St., Frederick, Maryland 
 

Mediation Seminars and Trainings 
 

LEG 396 – 20 hour Child Access Mediation Training:  $350.00 ($355.00 if an out-of-county 
resident) Note: This training meets Maryland Rule, Title 17-104(b)(2) requirements for mediating 
child access disputes. 
Speakers: Robert A. McFarland, Esq.,     When: October 8, 9, and 10, 2015  
  Patricia Cummings, LCSW-C 
  

Where: Room 219, Cade (CADE) Bldg. 
 

CLE Course Material 
Not able to attend one of our programs? Interested in the material? The materials are available on the 

Anne Arundel Community College Bookstore website, www.aaccbooks.com, click on General Books. 
 

For easy and fast registration, print out a registration form from the website below and 
fax it to (410) 777-4325 or email a PDF to lehoward1@aacc.edu. 
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 Law Day and Naturalization Ceremony
May 1, 2015

Conducted by Judge C. Philip Nichols
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Law Day “Magna Carta” Honoring 
High School Mock Trial Finalists

May 1, 2015
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Special Thanks to 
our Sponsors of 

our 2015 Pro Bono 
Awards reception: 

M a c k - C a l i , 
McMillan Metro, 
P.C. Attorneys 
At Law, Law 
Offices of 

Patricia McCarthy, Meyers, Rodbell & 
Rosenbaum, P.A., Law Offices of Ayo 
M. Stevens, LLC.  We are very grateful 
for your support!  Below, please enjoy the 
photos of our Awards reception.

Volunteer at our Self-Represented Law 
Clinic and Build your Client-Base! 
CLS has been operating a walk-in Self-
Represented Family Law Clinic in the 
Circuit Courthouse in Upper Marlboro 
since 1995.  We are located in room 2435M.  
We provide brief advice to litigants who 
are not represented by an attorney.  We 
have two (2) offices.  One is staffed by 
CLS staff attorneys and the other one is 
set aside for volunteer attorneys.  Our 
legal assistant Johnny Da Silva staffs this 
clinic and schedules volunteers to provide 
legal advice.  You can choose to volunteer 
a whole day, half a day or perhaps a few 

Community Legal Services News | by Nora C. Eidelman, Deputy Director

hours on a particular day that you are at 
the courthouse.  How does this benefit 
you?  We keep track of your pro bono 
hours and make them available to you 
when mandatory reporting becomes due 
per Rule 6.1 of the Maryland Rules of 
Professional Conduct (this works well for 
some volunteer attorneys who may not be 
able to build their pro bono hours through 
legal representation).  Further, we send 
clients with higher economic means to the 
volunteer attorney’s office for a free legal 
consultation.  The client then may choose 
to hire the volunteer attorney for legal 
representation if the attorney is available! 

Center, Bennie R. Brooks, Esq., 
Foreclosure Prevention Pro Bono Award recipient 

Center, James Thomas, Esq., 
Self Represented Family Law Clinic Pro Bono Award recipient

 Center, Edith Lawson-Jackson, Esq., 
Fred R. Joseph Award recipient 

Center, Judge Julia B. Weatherly, 
CLS Awards’ Special Honoree
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Kim S. Haskell, D.D.S., P.A.    
 

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry 
 

 
Children · Adults · Seniors · Tooth Colored Fillings · Dentures 

Root Canals · TMJ Treatment · Implant Crowns 

 
A dental practice that cares with a gentle  
approach and a commitment to excellence. 

 

- Voted Among Top Dentists by Washingtonian Magazine -                      
 

We Proudly Accept: 

 

14414 Old Mill Rd. #101 ·  Upper Marlboro, MD 20772 
301-627-6646 ·  www.haskelldental.com 

cared for by a parent or relative who 
could qualify to receive child support 
themselves.  I would like to think the 
reason for the lack of child support 
cases for destitute adult children, 
despite the great number of individuals 
who fit within that category, is that their 
families are fulfilling their obligations 
to provide for them outside of the court 
system.  Unfortunately, I know that is 

not true and that it is more likely those 
destitute adult children and the parents 
or relatives who care for them simply 
aren’t any more aware of the law than 
those naïve non-custodial parents who  
eagerly count down the days until their 
child’s eighteenth birthday when they 
believe they will “be done” with child 
support forever. 

LAWYER REFERRAL 
SERVICE REPORT: 
09/15/13-10/15/13

STEPHEN J. DUNN 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

 
FEDERAL WORKERS’ COMPENSATION (OWCP) 

U.S. MERIT SYSTEM PROTECTION BOARD (MSPB) 
EQUAL EMPOYMENT OPPORTUNITY COMMISSION (EEOC) 

OFFICE OF PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT (OPM)  
DISABILITY RETIREMENT 

 
 
110 West Road, Suite 445                                                208 East Market Street 
Towson, MD 21204-2364                                                  York, PA 17401-1249 
Phone (410) 321-8368                                                       Phone (717) 845-7301 
Fax (410) 321-1599                                                         www.sdunnlaw.com 

 

NUMBER OF CALLS: 
616

NUMBER OF REFERRALS: 
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TOP 5 AREAS OF LAW:
1. TORTS 
2. REAL ESTATE
3. FAMILY 
4. CONSUMER 
5. EMPLOYMENT
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Courtney Foster is a graduate of Duke 
University School of Law.  She is a former 
Assistant State’s Attorney for Prince 
George’s County and has been Special 
Counsel for the Prince George’s County 
Office of Child Support Enforcement 
since 2005.  

To learn more about this opportunity you 
can visit Johnny Da Silva at the clinic or 
call him at 301-952-3010.  
 
Additionally, we operate a Lawyer 
Referral Program.  We refer low income 
eligible clients for pro bono or reduced fee 
legal representation.  These are clients who 
do not have the economic means to pay for 
legal representation.  We encourage pro 
bono and also have Funding Available 
to Pay for Attorneys Fees!  CLS refers 
cases under our Family Law Judicare 
Program.  Funding for this program 
is made available by Maryland Legal 
Services Corporation.   Attorneys receive 
$80.00 per hour up to $1,600.00 per case.  
CLS refers matters involving family law, 
domestic violence, unaccompanied youth, 
foreclosure prevention, landlord/tenant, 
bankruptcy chapter 7, unpaid wages and 
other legal matters.  Payment is made 
after the case is concluded.  Please contact 
Michael Udejiofor at 240-391-6532 to be 
added to the list!

Maryland IOLTA Honor Roll
Please note that the Maryland State Bar 
Association and Maryland Legal Services 
Corporation have acknowledged with 
special appreciation Honor Roll Members. 
The following financial institutions pay 
premium interest rates on IOLTA in 
support of civil legal services for low-
income Marylanders:

Security Clearance 
Lawyers

McAdoo Gordon & 
Associates, P.C.

202-293-0534
www.mcadoolaw.com  

 American Bank – Montgomery & Prince 
George’s Counties & Washington, DC; 
Bank of Charles Town – Washington County 
& West Virginia; Carroll Community Bank 
– Carroll County; Congressional Bank – 
Montgomery County, Washington, DC & 
Northern Virginia; First Shore Federal – 
Wicomico & Worcester Counties; HSBC 
Bank USA, N.A. – Montgomery County; 
Industrial Bank – Montgomery and Prince 
Georges Counties & Washington, DC; 
MainStreet Bank – Northern Virginia; 
Midstate Community Bank – Baltimore 
County; Premier Bank, Inc. – Montgomery 
County & Washington, DC; Standard Bank 
– Allegany County

Community Legal Services of Prince 
George’s County, Inc. is a non-profit 
organization established to provide quality 
civil legal services to low-income persons 
in Prince George’s County.   It does this 
through the generous contribution of 
legal advice and legal representation by 
members of the private Bar.  Additionally, 
CLS operates free legal clinics in the 
County.   They are located in the Circuit 
Court House, Langley Park and Suitland.  
For more information about our services, 
please contact Nora C. Eidelman, at 240-
391-6532, ext. 12. 

CLS, Con’t

Thanks!
The Prince George’s County Bar Association would like to 

thank all of the CLE organizers, presenters, and participants.  
The Wills, Trust & Estates, the Goldstein, the Family Law, and 
the Tort Seminars provided a wealth of real time knowledge on 

topics to advance our areas of practice.

Thank you, Thank You, Thank You!!!
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Family Law Seminar
May 2, 2015
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PLEASE CALL NOW ! 

 
The value of a personal injury case is significantly impacted by what work is 

done during the first 30 days  
Do not Fall prey to the complexities of a personal injury case 
 
The sooner you contact us, the more value we can add to your client’s case

 
Consider a Rule 1.5 fee-sharing agreement 

 
 

WE EXCLUSIVELY REPRESENT 
THE INJURED 

 
 

o MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS 
o TRUCKING ACCIDENTS 
o SLIP AND FALL  
o CONSTRUCTION ACCIDENTS 
o WORKER’S COMPENSATION 
o WRONGFUL DEATH  
o SOCIAL SECURITY/DISABILITY 

 
 

Licensed in Maryland and the District of Columbia 
MCGOWAN & CECIL, LLC 

www.Lawmcs.com 
410.551.2300 
301.483.9960 
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JJJ...   FFFRRRAAANNNKKKLLLYYYNNN   BBBOOOUUURRRNNNEEE   BBBAAARRR   AAASSSSSSOOOCCCIIIAAATTTIIIOOONNN   AAANNNDDD   
TTTHHHEEE   PPPRRRIIINNNCCCEEE   GGGEEEOOORRRGGGEEE’’’SSS   CCCOOOUUUNNNTTTYYY   BBBAAARRR   AAASSSSSSOOOCCCIIIAAATTTIIIOOONNN   

                                                                        
 
                                                                                        

GGGOOOLLLFFF   CCCLLLAAASSSSSSIIICCC   
TToo  BBeenneeffiitt  tthhee  JJ..  FFrraannkkllyynn  BBoouurrnnee  SScchhoollaarrsshhiipp  FFuunndd  aanndd  

  tthhee  FFiisshheerr  HHoouussee  FFoouunnddaattiioonn  ((JJooiinntt  BBaassee  AAnnddrreewwss))      
    

Lake Presidential Golf Course 
3151  Presidential  Golf  Drive,  Upper  Marlboro,  MD  207743151 Presidential Golf Drive, Upper Marlboro, MD 20774  

  

TTUUEESSDDAAYY,,  JJuunnee  2233,,  22001155  
88::3300  aa..mm..    TToouurrnnaammeenntt  SShhoottgguunn  SSttaarrtt  

1122::0000  pp..mm..    GGoollff  CClliinniicc  
  

*Early  Bird  Extended  to  May  22,  2015  with  Payment**Early Bird Extended to May 22, 2015 with Payment*  
*$125.00  single/$450.00  foursome**$125.00 single/$450.00 foursome*  
Free  logo  golf  shirt  to  the  first  100  paid  golfers!!!Free logo golf shirt to the first 100 paid golfers!!!  

  
*$150 single/$550 foursome* 

*Must pay and sign-up as a foursome* 
 

Fee includes:  Range Balls, Prizes for 1st-2ndplace, Prizes for Longest Drive &  
     Closest to Pin, Lunch, and other Golf Gifts 

 

CLINIC:  $50 per person (includes awards ceremony and lunch) 
 

Go to www.pgcba.com for SPONSORSHIP OPTIONS 
For questions, please contact Robin Hadden, 301-952-1442 rhadden@pgcba.com   

Or Jason DeLoach, 301-292-3300 or jdeloach@alexander-cleaver.com  
 

Enclosed is a check in the amount of $_______________.   

Please reserve _______ spots for June 23, 2015 Tournament   __________ spots for the Golf Clinic. 

Name: ______________________________________________  Telephone: ___________________________________ 

Foursome to Include: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Firm/Address:  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

Clinic Participants:  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 Return this form with check made payable to “J. Franklyn Bourne Scholarship Fund, Inc.” and mail to 

Prince George’s County Bar Association, 14330 Old Marlboro Pike, Upper Marlboro, Maryland 20772. 
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With the growing use of mobile devices, many free and 
paid apps have been developed for consumer use. 

Below is a list of legal apps compiled by the Prince George’s 
County Circuit Court Law Library which you may find useful. 
The list includes apps for iPads, iPhones, Blackberries, and 
Android devices.

Pricing information may have changed. These apps and more 
have been provided by the UCLA School of Law, Hugh & 
Hazel Darling Law Library at http://libguides.law.ucla.edu/
mobilelegalapps. 

ABA Journal is a free app for that provides breaking legal 
news and articles featured in the ABA Journal. The app may 
be downloaded from the iTunes App Store.

The American Arbitration Association’s new mobile app 
provides ready access to AAA rules, codes, and protocols, 
as well as contact information for AAA offices worldwide. 
The app is free and may be downloaded from the iTunes App 
Store for use on iOS devices and from Google Play for use 
on Droid devices.

The American Lawyer is a free app that provides instant 
access to recent issues of American Lawyer every month. 
The app may be downloaded from the iTunes App Store for 
iOS devices or Google Play for Droid devices.

The Bloomberg app provides you with current information 
about news, stock quotes, market trends analysis, and more. 
The app is free and may be downloaded from the iTunes App 
Store, Google Play, and Blackberry App World. 

Lawyers.com is a mobile app powered by LexisNexis 
Martindale-Hubbell. With the app, users can search for 
attorneys or law firms from 160 countries. The app is free 
and may be downloaded from the iTunes App Store.

The NPR News app is a free app that allows you to follow 
local and national news, listen to your favorite NPR programs 
when you like, and more. The app may be downloaded from 
the iTunes App Store for use on iOS devices and from Google 
Play for use on Android devices.

The NY Times app allows you to access the latest news 
articles and photos that appear on NYTimes.com. It may 
be downloaded from the iTunes App Store for use on iOS 
devices and from Google Play for use on Android devices. 

The National Law Journal, the nation’s leading legal 
weekly publication, is now accessible through an iPad app 
through the iTunes App Store. 

Nolo’s Plain English Law Dictionary is a great alternative 
to the Black’s Law Dictionary mobile application. The 
application may be downloaded from the iTunes App Store 
for use on iOS devices, and from Google Play for use on 
Droid devices.

Reuters News Pro is a free mobile app whose features 
include world, business, and market news, optimized for easy 
reading on mobile devices. The app is available for use on 
iPhones, iPod Touch devices, Blackberry smartphones, and 
the Android. Information for downloading the app on these 
devices may be found on the Reuters website, http://www.
reuters.com/tools/mobile.

The Wolfram Lawyer’s Professional Assistant is a legal 
reference tool that provides access to a dictionary of legal 
terms, statutes of limitations for each state in the U.S., a 
tool for calendar calculations, a variety of calculators, and 
crime rate and demographic data. The app is compatible for 
use on all iOS devices. The app sells for $4.99 and may be 
downloaded from the iTunes App Store.

Information from the Prince George’s County 
Circuit Court Law Library

New Titles! New Editions! At the Prince George’s County 
Circuit Court Law Library

The Prince George’s County Circuit Court Law Library presents a list 
of new materials acquired during April 2015. 

Feel free to visit the Library and review any materials, new or old.

New titles at the Law Library 
April 2015

MSBA

Family Practice Update, 2014
	 KFM 1294 .F35 2014 RESERVE

Finality of Judgments and Other Appellate 
Trigger Issues, 2014
	 KFM 1744 .A97 2014 RESERVE

Maryland Tort Damages, 7th ed.
	 KFM 1395 .M377 2015 RESERVE

Patent, Copyright, Trade Secret, Right of 

Publicity, Trademark Handbook for 
Maryland Business and Litigation 
Lawyers
	 KFM 1530 .P38 2013 RESERVE

Preparation and Trial of a Personal Injury 
Case, 2014
	 KFM 1397 .P3 P74 2014 RESERVE

Will Drafting in Maryland, 2013 revised ed.
	 KFM 1344 .W68 2013 RESERVE
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LAWYER REFERRAL SERVICE REPORT: 
04/15/14-05/15/15

Number of Calls: 602
Number of Referrals: 360
Top 5 Areas of Law:
1.	 Torts 
2.	 Real Estate
3.	 Family
4.	 Wills & Estates
5.	 Employment

Thank 
You!

To our members who 
gave their time and 

support to answer our 
legal Advice Line 

once a month, prepare an 
article for our 

NewsJournal, and serve 
on one of our various 

committees.

Jezic & Moyse, LLC is proud to announce that Ahmet 
Hisim has joined the firm, practicing criminal and civil 
litigation.  Mr. Hisim was a prosecutor for 22 years and 
has handled nearly 150 jury trials.

Mr. Hisim has handled over 50 homicide jury trials, 
including ten as a criminal defense attorney, four of which 
resulted in complete acquittals on all homicide counts.  In 
the Baltimore City State’s Attorney’s Office, Mr. Hisim was 

appointed to several leadership positions, including Director of Education 
and Training.

Law Offices of Jezic & Moyse, LLC  

Jezicfirm.com  
240-292-7200   703-763-7708 

 

Jezic & Moyse, LLC is proud to announce that 
Ahmet Hisim has joined the firm, practicing 
criminal and civil litigation.  Mr. Hisim was a 
prosecutor for 22 years and has handled nearly 
150 jury trials.  
           Mr. Hisim has handled over 50 homicide 
jury trials, including ten as a criminal defense 
attorney, four of which resulted in complete 
acquittals on all homicide counts.  In the 

Baltimore City State's Attorney's Office, Mr. Hisim was appointed to 
several leadership positions, including Director of Education and 
Training. 

Law Offices of Jezic & Moyse, LLC

Jezicfirm.com 
240-292-7200   703-763-7708
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www.cfes.com
cfes@cfes.com
800.966.6099

We’ve been helping clients tell 
their damages story since 1980. 
Call us to discuss how we can 

help put the pieces of your 
damages case together.

DAMAGES
earnings

MCARE

reduction to present value

employee stock options

life expectancy

hedonic damages

mitigation

cost of capital

front pay

productivity s-corp

fringe benefits

fringe

ERISA

Kackzkowski v. Bolubasz

McClinton v. White

personal maintenance

household services
household services employee stock options

hedonic damagesMcClinton V. White

productivity
employee stock options

s-corp
cost of capital

reduction to present value

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

ARBITRATION AND
MEDIATION SERVICES

 
     CHRISTOPHER R. DUNN,  ESQUIRE 
     17251 Melford Boulevard 
     Suite 200 
     Bowie, Maryland  20715 
     Phone:  301/352-4962 
     Email:  cdunn@decarodoran.com 
     www.decarodoran.com 

    
 

 
 

 

 
EXPERIENCED ATTORNEY WITH MORE THAN  

26 YEARS IN PRACTICE 
 
   Personal Injury Premises Liability Professional Malpractice 
   Products Liability Insurance Coverage Employment Law 
   Construction  Contracts Commercial 

 

Hourly Rates Available Upon Request 
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The NewsJournal is published nine 
times a year by the PGCBA. We 
welcome the submission of articles 
and other items of interest to the Bar 
members and also encourage your 
comments on the NewsJournal’s 
articles, columns, and letters. 

The PGCBA may reject or suggest 
edits for content, style and length 
of any submission.  Anonymous 
submissions are not published. The 
views expressed in the articles, 
letters and columns reflect the 
opinions of the authors and may not 
reflect the views of the PGCBA, its 
officers, or directors.

We want 
your articles!

...........
 Submit them to 

Ben Woolery 
before

 the 10th of 
August at 

benwoolery@
verizon.net

 COMMITTEE 
CHAIRS

LAW OFFICE OF REID M. WEINSTEIN, L.L.C.  
REID M. WEINSTEIN

Attorney at Law

Tel. 240.460.6245 

  rweinstein@reidweinsteinlaw.com

751 Rockville Pike • Suite 11-B
 Rockville, Maryland 20852
www.reidweinsteinlaw.com

Automobile Accidents
Personal Injury
Insurance Coverage

Barred in MD and DC
Extensive trial experience
Satellite office in Prince George’s County

DREAD DISCOVERY? 

 

LET DISCOVERY DEPOT: 
●Organize ●Review ●Scan ●Redact ●Bates Number●  

 
Additional Services Include: 

●Preparing Deficiency Letters 
●Comprehensive Document Lists 

●Draft 9-207’s 
●Additional Paralegal Services Upon Request 

    
(C)443.404.3020    email: discoverydepot123@gmail.com 
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CONFERENCE ROOM RENTALS
UPPER MARLBORO: CLOSE TO 
COURTHOUSE - PGCBA Bar Office 
Conference Room (Wifi now available) 
Hourly Rentals-Schedule your next 
committee meeting, deposition, 
arbitration, mediation or client/attorney 
conference by calling (301) 952-1442. 
Members: $15 per hour; Non-Members 
$30 per hour. 

Lawyer’s Lounge Conference 
Room - Courthouse - available for 
members to rent at $15 per hour. Call (301) 
952-1442 to schedule.

OFFICE SPACE - AVAILABLE
BOWIE-IRRESISTIBLE TERMS: 
Attractive Office. All amenities. Call 
Robert Law at (301) 464-3900. 

UPPER MARLBORO: Furnished 
office with parking, library, phone, fax. 
Walking distance to courthouse. Call Ed 
O’Connell (301) 627-7700. 

Greenbelt – Full and Part 
Time Use – Great location at Beltway 
exit  23, between U of MD and NASA, near 
METRO and U.S. District Court.  Fully 
furnished, ground level, free parking, 24/7 
access. Call K. Folstein, 301-982-3080. 

Office Space Available in 
Lanham. Includes use of conference 
room, phone system and WiFi, Call Keith 
Parris at 301-306-8222.   

4 EXECUTIVE OFFICES AVAILABLE 
IN GREENBELT: Attractive offices 
in a great location off Greenbelt Road 
in the Belle Point Office Park, ground 
floor with private entrance. Bus stop in 
front, near Metro and U.S. District Court. 
Easy access to all venues. Four large 
offices with secretarial/paralegal space 
and small conference room. Kitchen and 
numerous amenities. Ample free parking 
with 24/7 access. Call Sue Frederick at 
301-441-1400.

PRIME OFFICE SPACE AND 
CONFERENCE ROOM AVAILABLE 
across from the Charles County 
Courthouse. Ideal for an annex office in 
Charles County. Call (301) 633-8051.

OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE IN 
BOWIE – Brand new executive office 
space, plus 2 secretarial/paralegal work 
spaces – centrally located near Routes 
50/301 and minutes from Capital 
Beltway.  Rent includes use of conference 
rooms, cable internet, WiFi, phone 
system, kitchen and other amenities.  For 
more information contact, Linda Colevas 
(301) 352-4952. 

POSITION AVAILABLE
Established, multi-faceted 
suburban Maryland law 
firm seeks attorney with 
substantial experience and an 
established self-managed practice in 
real estate transactions and document 
preparation. The firm is forward thinking 
and compensation is based on production 
and origination factors. All replies will 
be kept strictly confidential. Reply 
to jchazen@mrrlaw.net with resume 
and other relevant information and 
requirements.

ASSOCIATE-PERSONAL INJURY 
LITIGATION: Maryland law firm 
practicing mainly in Prince George’s 
County and Montgomery County 
requires bilingual attorney (Spanish) 
with experience in plaintiff’s workers’ 
compensation and/or automobile accident 
litigation, and/or criminal/traffic defense. 
Must be member of MD bar. DC bar a plus. 
Email resume to naculi1975@gmail.com

ASSOCIATE OPENING: BANKRUPTCY 
ATTORNEY with at least 2-3 years of 
substantive experience in Chapter 7 and 
Chapter 11 Personal and Business Bank-
ruptcy, Insolvency and Reorganization as 
well as Creditors’ Rights advocacy. Candi-
date must be a Maryland licensed attorney, 
Virginia and DC licensed a plus. Salary 
commensurate with experience. Interested 
candidates must have excellent academic 
credentials, strong negotiation and commu-
nication skills and superior client-service 
orientation. To apply, qualified candidates 
should send resume with a cover letter to: 
McNamee Hosea Attn: Natalie Booher 
6411 Ivy Lane, Suite 200 Greenbelt, MD 
20770

ASSOCIATE OPENING: CORPORATE 
& TRANSACTIONAL ATTORNEY 
with at least 2-3 years of substantive 
experience in the Commercial Real 
Estate, Corporate and Financial 
Transactional area, including experience 
in lender transaction representation and 
closing. Experience with SBA lending 
programs such as 504 and 7(a) beneficial. 
Salary commensurate with experience. 
Interested candidates must have excellent 
academic credentials, strong negotiation 
and communication skills and superior 
client-service orientation. To apply, 
qualified candidates should send resume 
with a cover letter to: McNamee Hosea 
Attn: Natalie Booher 6411 Ivy Lane, 
Suite 200 Greenbelt, MD 20770

ASSOCIATE OPENING: ESTATE 
AND TRUST ATTORNEY candidate 
must be a Maryland licensed attorney 
with at least 1-2 years of substantive 
experience in Estate Planning, Estate 
Administration, Probate Services, Wills 
and Trusts, and Trust Administration. 
Salary commensurate with experience. 
Interested candidates must have excellent 
academic credentials, strong negotiation 
and communication skills and superior 
client-service orientation. To apply, 
qualified candidates should send resume 
with a cover letter to: McNamee Hosea 
Attn: Natalie Booher 6411 Ivy Lane, Suite 
200 Greenbelt, MD 20770

SERVICES
ECONOMIST: Dr. Richard Edelman. 
Lost Income Valuation. See Ad on page 13.

Classified Advertising Rates
Per Month

PGCBA Members:
 2 lines (minimum) $15, 

3 lines $19,
  4 lines $23, 

each additional line $4

Non-Members:
 2 lines (minimum) $17, 3 lines $21, 
4 lines $25, each additional line $5

Internal Box Responses $5 add’l.

Post-publication billing; 
automatic renewal each month 

until notification of cancellation.

Deadline for Submission: 10th of 
month preceding publication.

Classified Ads
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OUR NEW BAR YEAR BEGINS 
JULY 1, 2015

 MEMBERSHIP DUES AND NEW PARKING PASS 
RENEWALS WILL BE MAILED OUT THE 

FIRST WEEK OF JUNE AND DUE BY JULY 1, 2015.
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visit wcl.american.edu/trial
email advocacy@wcl.american.edu
or call (202)274-4474
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Have a Great Summer! The PGCBA Newsjournal 
will resume publication in September.


