
Dear 
Colleagues,

“We have a 
hunger of the 
mind which asks 
for knowledge of 
all around us, and 
the more we gain, 
the more is our 
desire; the more 

we see, the more we are capable of seeing.” 
 -Maria  Mitchell

Whatever your New Year resolutions may 
be, I hope one will be expanding your 
knowledge of the law. “Knowledge has 
to be improved, challenged and increased 
constantly, or it vanishes” - Peter Drucker. 

The Bar Association can make sure you 
keep such a resolution with its lineup of 
Brown Bag Lunches, Bench to Bar Series, 
and Seminars.  Mark your calendar now 
to improve, challenge and increase your 
knowledge: 

•	 January 8 Brown Bag Lunch

•	 January 22 Bench to Bar Panel 
Discussion

•	 January 31st Probate, Estates, Trust, and 
Elder Law Seminar

•	 February 5th Brown Bag Lunch

•	 February 19th Bench to Bar Panel 
Discussion

•	 March 5th Brown Bag Lunch 

•	 March 19th Bench to Bar Panel 
Discussion

•	 March 28th Goldstein Seminar

•	 April 2nd Brown Bag Lunch

•	 April 16th Bench to Bar Panel Discussion

•	 May 7th Brown Bag Lunch
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See pages 14-15

•	 May 21nd Bench to Bar Panel Discussion

•	 May 30th Family Law Seminar

•	 June 9th Tort Seminar 

•	 And watch for the date for the Bankruptcy 
Seminar 

I hope a second resolution you adopt in the 
New Year is volunteering your time to one of 
the many community service and law projects 
that the Bar Association supports. The Bar 
Association can help you keep this resolution 
as well.  Volunteer for Mock Trial, Law Links, 
or Christmas in April.  

“Never underestimate your ability to make 
someone else’s life better - even if you never 
know it.” - Greg Louganis

Hope to see you keeping your New Year 
resolutions with the Bar Association. 

Denise
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COMMUNITY SERVICES SECTION
Law Day - OPEN

Law Links 
Hon. Sheila R. Tillerson Adams .................... 301-952-3766
Abigale Bruce-Watson .................................. 301-952-0005

Mock Trial Program
Magistrate Judy Woodall............................... 301-952-3793
Monica Best James ....................................... 443-336-4261

Lawyer Referral
Gerald C. Baker ............................................ 301-577-4600
John M. McKenna ......................................... 301-474-0044
Perry Becker .................................................. 301-262-4400

Public Service Projects
Manuel Geraldo  ........................................... 202-544-2888
Hon. Cathy H. Serrette .................................. 304-952-3132

Speakers Bureau
Hon. Gerard Devlin ....................................... 301-262-1696

Traffic School
Hon. C. Philip Nichols, Jr ............................. 301-952-3907

MEMBER SERVICES SECTION
Mentoring Program
Donnell Turner .............................................. 301-952-4159

Fee and Dispute Conciliation Program
William Renahan ........................................... 301-351-7531

Memorial
Hon. William D. Missouri ............................. 301-952-3728

Solo Practitioner
Jennifer Muskus ............................................ 301-449-7444

Technology
OPEN

Young Lawyers
Benjamin E. Rupert ....................................... 301-952-5158
Llamilet Gutierrez ......................................... 301-699-2812
Jennifer A. King ............................................ 301-352-4950

ADMINISTRATIVE SECTION
By-Laws/Parliamentarian
Hon. Gerard Devlin ....................................... 301-262-1696

History
Carolyn Starks Saxon .................................... 301-952-3239

Community Legal Services Liaison
Hon. Cathy Hollenberg Serrette .................... 301-952-3132

MSBA Liaison
Bryon Bereano .............................................. 301-502-1972
Jeffrey Harding ............................................. 301-627-5500

Membership & Admissions
Hon. Clayton Aarons ..................................... 301-389-3174

Newsjournal 
Benjamin Woolery ........................................ 301-262-3600
Hon. Clayton Aarons ..................................... 301-389-3174
Byron Richardson ......................................... 301-952-5238

Bar Nominations & Elections
Jennifer Muskus ............................................ 301-449-7444

Sponsorships
Giancarlo M. Ghiardi .................................... 301-982-8617

SOCIAL & SPECIAL COMMITTEES
Golf Tournament
Hon. Toni Clarke ........................................... 301-298-4056
Hon. Joseph Wright ....................................... 301-298-4055

Hospitality Suite
Board	Officers

Sports Leagues
Jeffrey R. DeCaro ......................................... 301-352-4950

Auctions
Elsa W. Smith ................................................ 301-358-4340
Nakia Gray .................................................... 301-220-2200
Llamilet Gutierrez ......................................... 301-699-2812
Donnaka Lewis ............................................. 301-952-2708
Hon. Ann Wagner Stewart............................. 301-952-4017
Katina Steuart ................................................ 301-952-3500

LITIGATION SECTION
Administrative Law
Daniel F. Lynch ............................................. 301-441-2420
Abigale Bruce-Watson .................................. 301-952-0005

Alternative Dispute Resolution
Alyssa Chang ................................................ 301-353-0081

Appellate Practice
Michael A. Wein............................................ 301-441-1151

Bankruptcy Law
John D. Burns................................................ 301-441-8780

Brown Bag Lunches
Benjamin E. Rupert ....................................... 301-952-5158
Nakia Gray .................................................... 301-220-2200

Criminal Law
Todd Steuart .................................................. 301-322-2000
Scott Carrington ............................................ 301-952-2704
Benjamin E. Rupert ....................................... 301-952-5158

Probate, Estates, Trusts & Elderlaw
Benjamin J. Woolery ..................................... 301-262-3600
Kathy Brissette-Minus .................................. 301-883-8710
Timothy O’Brien ........................................... 301-220-2200

Family Law
Lisa Hesse ..................................................... 301-262-6000
Alphonso Hearns ........................................... 301-772-0248

Federal Practice
Robert C. Bonsib ........................................... 301-441-3000

Immigration Law
Joseph Trevino .............................................. 301-441-3131

Juvenile Law
OPEN

Labor & Employment
Jay P. Holland................................................ 301-220-2200

Law Practice Seminars (Bench to Bar)
Hon. Erik H. Nyce ........................................ 301-952-4060
Llamilet Gutierrez ......................................... 301-699-2812
Jennifer King ................................................. 301-352-4950

Tort Law 
Giancarlo Ghiardi .......................................... 301-982-8617
Robert Clark .................................................. 301-572-5000

Workers’ Compensation
Debora Fajer-Smith ....................................... 301-220-2200

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES SECTION
Alter Ego Program
Hon. Joseph L. Wright .................................. 301-699-2728

Judicial Nominating Committee
Jeffrey Harding ............................................. 301-627-5500

Legislative
Denise M. Bowman ...................................... 301-292-3300

PGCBA Liaison to Seventh Judicial Circuit YLS
Turner Sothoron ............................................ 301-395-5239

Prince George’s Pro Bono Com. Rep.
Coordinates with the State Pro Bono Standing 
Committee
Alyssa Chang ................................................ 301-353-0081

Prince George’s County Criminal Justice Coordinating 
Com. Rep.
Hon. Clayton Aarons ..................................... 301-389-3174
Prince George’s County Court
Committee for Modernization of the Court Reporter’s 
Office
Hon. Clayton Aarons ..................................... 301-389-3174

TELEPHONE NUMBER FOR CLIENT REFERRALS 
FOR PRO BONO LEGAL SERVICES
Phone..................................... 240-391-6370/240-391-6395

Lawyers in Need
James Flynn .................................................. 301-932-0700
Robin Shell.................................................... 240-472-9919

Ethics Hotline
John R. Foran ................................................ 301-441-2022

Designated Conciliator Program
William Renahan ........................................... 301-351-7531 

Annual subscriptions provided to PGCBA Members at no cost as part of annual dues; 
Non-Member subscriptions $75 per year.

Publication Deadline 10th of preceding month. Approved advertising accepted; rates submitted upon 
request.	Statements	or	opinions	expressed	herein	are	those	of	the	authors	and	do	not	necessarily	reflect	those	
of	the	Prince	George’s	County	Bar	Association,	its	Officers,	Board	of	Directors	or	the	Editor.	Publishing	an	

advertisement does not imply endorsement of any product or service offered.
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Dispute Resolution and Prevention
For a complete list of our services and Neutrals throughout MD, DC, and VA,  
call 1-888-343-0922 or visit www.McCammonGroup.com

The McCammon Group
is pleased to announce our newest Neutral

The Honorable Michael Chapdelaine served the Circuit Court for Prince George’s County as a Master for Domestic Relations for five 
years and as an Associate Judge for more than four years. Prior to his service on the bench, he enjoyed a successful private practice 
with an emphasis on family law. He is a past Member of the Board of Directors of the Bowie Chamber of Commerce and a Life Fellow 
of the Community Legal Services of Prince George’s County. Since his retirement from the bench in 2011, he has been mediating 
and arbitrating family law disputes. He now brings this distinguished record of service and accomplishment to The McCammon 
Group to serve the mediation, arbitration, and special master needs of lawyers and litigants throughout Maryland, DC, and beyond.

Hon. A. Michael Chapdelaine (Ret.)
Retired Associate Judge  

Circuit Court for Prince George’s County, 7th Judicial Circuit of Maryland

 COMMITTEE 
CHAIRS

We want your articles!

 Submit them to 
Ben Woolery before the 10th of the 

month at 
benwoolery@verizon.net
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WelCoMe 
neW 

MeMBers!

“The PGCBA is glad to have 
you as our new members!”

elizabeth l. edwards 
house of ruth Maryland

Mark s. guralnick 
Mark s. guralnick, 

a Professional corPoration

dianne zeMnaan saMu 
house of ruth Maryland

brandy raquel cannon 
house of ruth Maryland

MeMBer announCeMents

FREE • FREE • FREE • FREE • FREE • FREE 

BROWN BAG LUNCH

FREE • FREE • FREE • FREE • FREE • FREE 
FREE • FREE • FREE • FREE • FREE • FREE • FREE • FREE • FREE • FREE 

FREE • FREE • FREE • FREE • FREE • FREE
FREE • FREE • FREE • FREE • FREE • FREE • FREE • FREE • FREE • FREE

FREE • FREE • FREE • FREE • FREE • FREE

January 8, 2015
12:00 PM

Lawyer’s Lounge, 3rd Floor
Duvall Wing

 
Speaker: Judge Lisa Hall-Johnson

 
Topic:“The New Domestic Violence 

Statute and What is Required to Get a 
Protective Order in 

Maryland District Court”  

February 5, 2015
12:00 PM

Lawyer’s Lounge, 3rd Floor
Duvall Wing

 
Speakers: Judge DaNeeka Cotton and 

Sharon Y. Christmas-DeBerry, 
Trust Attorney 

 Topic:“Guardianship and Everything 
Attorneys Need to Know When 
Seeking Guardianship on Behalf 

of Clients”

Save the Date!
FEBRUARY 19, 2015 
Bench to Bar Panel Discussion

 4 PM
Courthouse
Topic: TBD   

HAPPY HOUR
5:30 PM
at OTI

...followed by...
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ARBITRATION AND
MEDIATION SERVICES

 
     CHRISTOPHER R. DUNN,  ESQUIRE 
     17251 Melford Boulevard 
     Suite 200 
     Bowie, Maryland  20715 
     Phone:  301/352-4962 
     Email:  cdunn@decarodoran.com 
     www.decarodoran.com 

    
 

 
 

 

 
EXPERIENCED ATTORNEY WITH MORE THAN  

26 YEARS IN PRACTICE 
 
   Personal Injury Premises Liability Professional Malpractice 
   Products Liability Insurance Coverage Employment Law 
   Construction  Contracts Commercial 

 

Hourly Rates Available Upon Request 
 

• Pension Divorce Valuations
• 401(k) Marital Tracings
• Wrongful Death & Personal Injury Analyses
• Actuarial Valuations
• Expert Testimony
• Loss of Earnings Studies

Pushkin & Pushkin, Inc.
30 E Padonia Rd, Ste 406 •Timonium, MD 21093
Baltimore: 410.561.1945 • Washington: 301.951.9430EC

O
N

O
M

IC
 V

A
LU

A
T

IO
N

S

     Pushkin, Inc.
Actuaries & Consultants since 1979

www.pushkinandpushkin.com
Member of the National Association of Forensic Economics

Pushkin & 

“exPunging Your CriMinal reCord”
saturday, deceMber 6, 2014

METROPOLITAN
PROCESS SERVICES

(301) 252-0706
www.metroprocess24.com

n Skip Tracing
n Unlimited Attempts
n Rush Service within 48 hours
n Court Filings Available
n Scheduled Pickups

KARL STEPHENS
8719 Geren Road

Silver Spring, MD   20901
Serving DC, MD and VA
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“HolidaY PartY & auCtion”
tuesday, deceMber 16, 2014
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“HolidaY PartY & auCtion”
tuesday, deceMber 16, 2014
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Prince George’s County Bar Association 
Presents 

The Probate, Estates, Trusts, and Elder Law Seminar   
 

Saturday, January 31, 2015 
8:30 AM Light Breakfast 

9:00 AM – 1:00 PM 
 
 
  TOPICS 
 
Brian R. Della Rocca, L.L.M. (Taxation)  Overview of the New Maryland Trust Act 

 (effective January 1, 2015) 
 
Brian Ritter & Benjamin Woolery  Maryland Medical Assistance Program in 

 2015 
 
Drew Grigg      Financial Exploitation and Elder Abuse;  
Assistant State’s Attorney    Role of the Office of the State’s Attorney  
Economic Crimes Unit 
 
  
Judge Wendy A. Cartwright   TBA 
Orphans’ Court  
 
M & T Bank Representative   TBA 

 
 

More Details to Follow 
 

Committee Co-Chairs:               Benjamin J. Woolery, Timothy O’Brien, & 
       Kathy Brissette-Minus 
 

Jury Assembly Room 
Courthouse – Upper Marlboro 

 
$55.00 members until January 16, 2015, $65 after 

$75.00 non-member until January 16, 2015, $85 after 
Includes printed materials and light breakfast  

 
Reservations Required 

Call 301-952-1442 to make your reservation using a credit card or 
send a check to:  PGCBA, 14330 Old Marlboro Pike, Upper Marlboro, Maryland   20772 
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CoMMunitY legal serviCes neWs | by Linda M. Ganttd

On Decem-
ber 8, 2014, 

at the Maryland 
Legal Services 
Corpora t ion’s 
(MLSC) Annual 
Awards Recep-
tion, Neal Con-
way, Executive 
Director, was 
awarded the Wil-

liam L. Marbury Outstanding Advocate 
Award.  This award is annually bestowed 
upon a non-attorney who has demonstrated 
outstanding service representing the rights 
and legal needs of low-income persons or 
by expanding access to justice for such 
persons.  This year MLSC presented this 
award to Neal and Barbara A. Coleman of 
Maryland Legal Aid.

Neal Conway came to Community 
Legal Services in 1994 after he retired 
from the U.S. Marine Band to devote his 
second career to serving his community.  
Although planning to stay for two years 
as an intake paralegal, Neal is completing 
his 20th year with CLS.  Neal was 
appointed executive director in 2001.  
Under his leadership, CLS expanded from 
a staff of four to the present 13 members 
with a budget of over $1 million serving 
the growing and diverse community of 
Prince George’s County.  Neal is quick 
to note and respond to needs for services.  
CLS runs successful courthouse family 
law clinics and foreclosure prevention 
clinics, serves the growing populations 

of Latino immigrants and senior citizens 
and has added services to the underserved 
southern region of the county.

“I believe that success is measured by 
what we enable others to do for our 
community.  Surround yourself with the 
best and brightest people, provide them 
the tools to work, encourage them, and 
then step back and watch success happen.  
Whether we are talking about our staff, 

our board of directors, our hundreds of 
volunteers or the thousands of people 
we help each year, bringing joy into 
their lives is the reason I come to work 
each day.  As an Ordained Deacon for 
the Archdiocese of Washington working 
in Prince George’s County, my work at 
Community legal Services is part of my 
family ministry providing a place for 
families in turmoil to turn for stability and 
support.  When we serve others we often 
find	many	layers	of	need	to	be	addressed.		
Each time we touch the life of another we 
create a ripple effect in our community.  
Each person we touch frees that person to 
touch the life of another.  One day we will 
leave the stage for the last time.  Who and 
how we enabled others to carry on our 
work will be the mark of our success.”

ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER/
AUCTION
The time for the CLS Annual Awards 

Dinner and Auction is fast approaching 
(date to be announced).      CLS is accepting 
items to be auctioned.  Typically items 
that have been donated in the past for this 
event include weekend getaways, wines, 
resort packages, sports tickets/packages 
and memorabilia items, luxury items such 
as handbags, upscale restaurant gift cards, 
retail gift cards, and the like.  CLS also 
accepts cash donations which help to fund 
the event.   Please submit your donations 

early.  Your generosity is appreciated and 
will help CLS to continue to fund the 
goal and mission of the organization—
providing legal services to the indigent.

QUARTERLY TRAINING SEMINARS
This past fall CLS conducted a half-day 
training seminar for its volunteer attorneys.   
We received a number of requests for more 
in-depth training workshops on several 
topics in the area of Family Law.  CLS 
plans to hold several seminars in 2015, 
each	of	which	will	 focus	on	one	specific	
topic such as spousal support, marital 
property, and pensions and retirement 
orders.  Our volunteer attorneys will be 
emailed	specifics	about	the	workshops.		

COURTHOUSE LEGAL CLINIC 
CLS will continue to devote Friday 
afternoons to foreclosure prevention.  
The CLS legal clinic attorneys work 
in the Circuit Courthouse, Room 2435.  

NEAL T. CONWAY – Recipient of the William 
L. Marbury Outstanding Advocate Award
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They provide assistance primarily 
on Family Law, Small Claims and 
Landlord/Tenant matters.  The legal 
clinic is open exclusively to citizens who 
have mortgage servicing and imminent 
foreclosure issues from 1:00-4:00 p.m. 
every Friday.   Please contact Linda M. 
Gantt at (301) 262-1212 for additional 
information.

Linda M. Gantt, Esq. is a staff attorney 
with Community Legal Services and she 
works on the Foreclosure Prevention 
Project.  Community Legal Services 
of Prince George’s County, Inc. is a 
non-profit	 organization	 established	 to	
provide quality civil legal services to 
low-income persons in Prince George’s 
County.  It does this through the 
generous contribution of legal advice 
and legal representation by members 

of the private Bar.  Additionally, CLS 
operates free legal clinics in the County.  
They are located in the in Circuit Court 
House, Langley Park and Suitland.  For 

more information about our services, 
please contact Nora C. Eidelman, at 
240-391-6532, ext. 12. 

Thank You!
Prince george’s county bar association extends a thank you to 

total wine & beverage

and Jeff harding for their suPPort in helPing us have a successful 
holiday Party. 

don’t forget to use your gift card as it exPires on June 16th, 2015. 

we also would like to extend a thank you to our sPonsors, 
M&t bank, Multi-sPecialty healthcare and

Minnesota lawyers Mutual insurance coMPany
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TTTHHHEEE   PPPRRRIIINNNCCCEEE   GGGEEEOOORRRGGGEEE’’’SSS   CCCOOOUUUNNNTTTYYY   

BBBAAARRR   AAASSSSSSOOOCCCIIIAAATTTIIIOOONNN’’’SSS   
   

222000111555---222000111666   OOOPPPEEENNN   SSSEEEAAASSSOOONNN   
   
   

LLLAAAWWWYYYEEERRR   
RRREEEFFFEEERRRRRRAAALLL   
SSSEEERRRVVVIIICCCEEE   

   
   

AAAPPPPPPLLLYYY   NNNOOOWWW   fffooorrr   NNNeeewww   ooorrr   RRReeennneeewwwaaalll   
MMMEEEMMMBBBEEERRRSSSHHHIIIPPP   

   
AAAppppppllliiicccaaatttiiiooonnnsss   aaannnddd   dddeeetttaaaiiilllsss   ooonnn---llliiinnneee   aaattt   pppgggcccbbbaaa...cccooommm   

   
   

RRReeemmmeeemmmbbbeeerrr………ooonnneee   rrreeefffeeerrrrrraaalll   cccaaannn   llleeeaaaddd   tttooo   mmmaaannnyyy!!!   
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RYAN REHABILITATION LLC 
Bilingual Treatment Services 

Alcohol & Drug Treatment Program 
DUI / DWI 12 Hours Education Program and 6 to 26 Sessions Treatment Program 

Now Available Driver Improvement (DIP) Online 

Just Opened New Office conveniently located: 
5210 AUTH ROAD SUITE 100        

SUITLAND, MD 20746 
Phone: 301-258-7771  

           Just off 495 at Exit 7                                                                     Short walk to Branch Ave. Metro Station 
Providing The Area’s Highest Quality Committed, Dedicated, And Experienced Counseling Services. 

Dr. James M. Ryan 
LCPC, LCADC, CRC, CDMS, CVE, CSC 

Clinical Director 
Exceptional service / Reasonable rates 

We Accept most Insurances / Call for Appointment 
Transfer Clients Welcome! 

English 24Hr:  240-277-7128 Spanish 
                   19586 Club House Road                                                                                         3821 Farragut Avenue 
                   Montgomery Village, MD 20886    Website: www.ryanrehabilitation.com                Kensington, MD 20895 
                   Phone: 301-258-7771                    E-mail: ryanrehabilitation@gmail.com                Phone: 301-949-7771 

  

www.deposition.com

dependable

When the pressure is on, you need a service provider you can 

trust. Merrill always has your back. Our worldwide network of 

veteran court reporters – 18 years average experience – deliver 

unparalleled accuracy and on-time service, from scheduling 

to final delivery. That’s why so many legal professionals rely 

on Merrill – the risk-free choice for deposition services.

Learn how Merrill can put the industry’s smartest,  

proven technology to work for you. Call 800.292.4789,  

email scheduling.dc@merrillcorp.com or visit  

www.deposition.com.

“A lot of people 
depend on me to 
come through for 
them and I trust 
Merrill will come 
through for me.”

www.deposition.com

dependable

When the pressure is on, you need a service provider you can 

trust. Merrill always has your back. Our worldwide network of 

veteran court reporters – 18 years average experience – deliver 

unparalleled accuracy and on-time service, from scheduling 

to final delivery. That’s why so many legal professionals rely 

on Merrill – the risk-free choice for deposition services.

Learn how Merrill can put the industry’s smartest,  

proven technology to work for you. Call 800.292.4789,  

email scheduling.dc@merrillcorp.com or visit  

www.deposition.com.

“A lot of people 
depend on me to 
come through for 
them and I trust 
Merrill will come 
through for me.”

www.deposition.com

dependable

When the pressure is on, you need a service provider you can 

trust. Merrill always has your back. Our worldwide network of 

veteran court reporters – 18 years average experience – deliver 

unparalleled accuracy and on-time service, from scheduling 

to final delivery. That’s why so many legal professionals rely 

on Merrill – the risk-free choice for deposition services.

Learn how Merrill can put the industry’s smartest,  

proven technology to work for you. Call 800.292.4789,  

email scheduling.dc@merrillcorp.com or visit  

www.deposition.com.

“A lot of people 
depend on me to 
come through for 
them and I trust 
Merrill will come 
through for me.”

PARTICIPANT & SPONSOR OF THE JANUARY 22, 2015 BENCH TO BAR PANEL DISCUSSION.
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You Are Cordially Invited 

Tuesday, February 10, 2015 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

A Joyous Reception Celebrating a Career of Distinguished
Public Service and the Occasion of His Judicial Retirement 

The Honorable Alexander Williams, Jr. 

Where

martin’s Crosswinds 
7400 Greenway Center Drive 
 Greenbelt, maryland 20770 

Event Partners

The J. Franklyn bourne bar Association, Inc. 
The Prince George’s County bar Association, Inc. 

Tickets - $50 per person 
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Sponsorship and Program Advertising* Options

 Platinum - $2,500 – includes full-page color advertisement in program,  
premium event signage or display, and ten (10) tickets 

 Gold - $1,500 – includes half-page monochrome advertisement in program,  
event signage, and ten (10) tickets 

 Silver - $750 – includes program listing and two (2) tickets 

 Full-Page Ad - $2,000 color or $750 monochrome 
 Half-Page Ad - $1,250 color or $500 monochrome 

 Business Card Ad - $300 monochrome 

* Ads: Camera-Ready Artwork Required No Later Than COB Monday, January 19, 2015 

Name:    
Firm:    

Street:    
City, State Zip:    

Phone:    
Email:    

    
Purchase/Order Price Number Total

    

Tickets  $50.00 _________ $ ________
Platinum Sponsorships $2,500.00 _________ $ ________
Gold Sponsorships $1,000.00 _________ $ ________
Silver Sponsorships $750.00 _________ $ ________
Full-Page Ads (Color) $2,000.00 _________ $ ________
Full-Page Ads (Mono) $750.00 _________ $ ________
Half-Page Ads (Color) $1,250.00 _________ $ ________
Half-Page Ads (Mono) $500.00 _________ $ ________
Business Card Ads (Mono) $300.00 _________ $ ________
   
Grand Total Enclosed $ ________

Please Direct Payments* To: 

Friends of Alex Williams  
c/o The Prince George’s County Bar Association, Inc. 

Marlborough Professional Park 
14330 Old Marlboro Pike 

Upper Marlboro, Maryland 20772 

For More Information Contact 
Robin Hadden, Executive Director ● rhadden@pgcba.com ● (301) 952-1442 

(*Consult your tax advisor for the appropriate treatment of payments made for this event.) 
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tHe riCHMond attorneY’s PrograM — MarYland’s neW 
Plan for rePresenting  indigent defendants at Pretrial 
release ProCeedings | by Robin M. Earnest, Esq.

During the Prince George’s County 
Bar Association’s membership 

meeting and, most recently, the District 
Court for Prince George’s County’s Meet 
and Greet, Chief Judge John P. Morrissey 
encouraged members to serve as counsel 
for indigent defendants through the 
court’s Richmond Attorneys Program. At 
each event, Judge Morrissey heralded the 
Program as a great opportunity for either 
a seasoned attorney who wants to work 
an occasional shift, or a young attorney 
who would like to establish a criminal 
practice in a tough economic market.  

This statewide Program began on July 1, 
2014, in response to the Court of Appeals’ 
constitutional ‘right to counsel’ decision 
in Richmond v. DeWolfe, 434 Md. 444 
(2013). The Program compensates 
attorneys for representing indigent 
arrestees	at	first	appearance	proceedings	
before a Commissioner. Statewide, over 
2,500 attorneys have signed up, and the 
list is growing. Attorneys are staffed in 
41 locations to ensure representation 
for an anticipated 153,000 arrestees. 
Because the District Court was only 
budgeted Program funds through 
July, 2015, the General Assembly will 
consider legislation for more permeant 
implementation measures in January, 
2015. Accordingly, this article presents 
a discussion of the Program’s current 
application and scheduling processes; 
as well as a few of District 5’s unique 
facility protocols.  

Application is simple; the basic Program 
requirements are set out on the court’s 
website as follows: 1) good standing 
licensure in Maryland; 2) completion of 
the online application, anti-discrimination 
acknowledgement, and W-9 forms; and 
3) viewing an online training video. 
Scheduling a shift may be less simple. 
Program	 office	 personnel	 announce	 the	
dates they will begin scheduling and 
then contact Richmond attorneys from 
an approved list, while also accepting 
calls or emails from interested attorneys. 
However, because of the small number 

of personnel and the large number of 
interested	 lawyers,	 reaching	 office	 staff	
can	be	difficult	 as	 they	 attempt	 to	place	
attorneys in 41 locations for three month 
shifts. 

Maryland Rule 4-213.1(b)(1), governing 
the Program, contemplates that the 
attorney lists should be developed  “after 
consultation with the State and local bar 
associations, and the Public Defender. . 
. .”   As a by-product of that provision, 
a group of concerned members of the 
Maryland Criminal Defense Attorneys 
Association are reportedly considering 
forming a committee to articulate that 
organization’s views regarding possible 
Program improvements and methods to 
ensure effective client representation. 
Meanwhile, the Maryland Appointed 
Attorneys Program Network provides 
valuable online training, resources, and a 
discussion group for Richmond attorneys.   

One issue emerging in discussions 
focuses on District 5’s unique facility 
protocols which, in relevant part, 
prohibit Richmond attorneys from having 
or bringing in “cellular telephones, 
electronic devices or recording devices of 
any	kind.	.	.	.”	This	can	create	difficulties	
as Richmond attorneys assigned to Prince 
George’s County may lack the computers 
and cellphones necessary for proper 
client representation. Notably, computer 
access to Maryland Case Search is often 
needed to determine an arrestees’ criminal 
history in accordance with release factors 
set out in Maryland Rule 4-216 (f).  
Further, use of a telephone can be helpful 
in corroborating job information, and 
communicating with the client’s family 
members or employers regarding release.   

Unlike other counties, in Prince George’s 
the Richmond attorneys are in lockup 
with the arrestees at District 5’s detention 
facilities. In the Upper Marlboro facility, 
hearings before Commissioners are 
conducted from the lockup area—
hence the apparent reason for the above 

restrictions. However, that the State’s 
Attorneys (who are also housed there) 
do not have these restrictions seems 
to undermine their rationale.  And in 
Hyattsville—where the Commissioners 
are in an entirely separate area—neither 
the restrictions nor being in lock-up seem 
warranted.  The unintended effect of 
some of these facility Protocols may be 
to unduly burden an indigent arrestee’s 
constitutional right to competent counsel 
under Richmond.  

As the current Program was implemented 
as a twelve month, temporary, measure 
in response to the Court of Appeal’s 
mandate in Richmond; perhaps the 
General Assembly’s 2015 Session will 
see improvements. That having been 
said, because of a few unique protocols 
in Prince George’s County, input from 
the Richmond attorneys themselves 
and	 the	 private	 bars	 they	 affiliate	 with	
could provide helpful insight on how to 
better implement the Program here so 
as to ensure an indigent’s constitutional 
rights at pretrial release are given the 
appropriate level of respect.

Robin Earnest teaches Legal Research 
and Writing at UMD, and practices 
criminal defense law in Prince George’s 
County. 
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Check for the payment, payable to the Prince George’s County Bar Association, may be mailed to 14330 Old 
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LISTING FEE                             $120.00 (Includes 1 category) 
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BreaKing tHe fourtH Wall: a laWYer’s vieW on 
CoMiC BooKs and Movies | by Bryon S. Bereano

Happy New Year to all!  I hope that 
everyone had a wonderful holiday 

season.  This time of year, people tend to 
look ahead at the possibilities that a brand 
new year brings us, but we also look back 
at what occurred in 2014.  From a cultural 
stand point, 2014 can be summed up in 
one phrase, “I am groot.”  “Guardians 
of the Galaxy” was the highest grossing 
film in 2014, making $772.1 million.  
The movie is so popular that the sequel 
has already been given a release date 
of May 5, 2017.  That’s two and a half 
years away.  I am pretty sure some people 
have already started camping out for it.  
Many of you know that Guardians of the 
Galaxy is based on a Marvel comic book 
of the same name.  2014 was definitely 
the year of the comic book movies and 
the trend does not seem to be going 
away anytime soon.  Most people know 
the basic Marvel comic characters: Iron 
Man, Thor, Captain America, the Hulk, 
and the X-Men.  But what made the 
success of Guardians of the Galaxy so 
surprising was that it is a pretty obscure 
comic book series.  The characters first 
appeared in the comics in 1969 and made 
additional appearances in the 1970’s and 
some very brief appearances in the early 
1990’s.  For the most part, however, the 
Guardians of the Galaxy were a no name 
group of comic book characters that are 
now generating almost a Billion dollars 
a year.

Now, I am by no means a comic book 
expert.  Those of you that read my articles 
know that I usually will invite you to 
stop me in the halls of the courthouse to 
discuss the subject matter of my articles.  
If you stop me in the hallways to talk 
about comic books, I will be of no help to 
you because my interest in comic books 
only extends to the movies and is very 
recent.  I never grew up a comic book 
fan.  Now, that’s not to say that I did not 
have other embarrassing interests as a 
youngster.  I can remember going through 
a Dungeons and Dragons phase.  My only 
experience with actual comic books was 
a friend giving me a few X-Men comics 
to read, but that phase lasted for about a 

week.  It used to be a stigma if you were 
a comic book fan but now, being a “nerd” 
is in and liking comic books makes you 
in the majority of society.  

The numbers have backed this up.  We 
have always had comic book movies.  
You can look throughout your life time 
and probably count two different versions 
of Batman movies, two different versions 
(or reboots) of the Superman franchise 
and X-Men movies have been around for 
a long time.  However the comic book 
movie genre changed forever in 2008.  
Marvel Comic Books created what they 
call the Marvel Cinematic Universe.  The 
Marvel Cinematic Universe is a grand 
plan to create a network of comic book 
movie films that all tie together in the 
same story.  Also, it is just a brilliant plan 
to take the consumers money.  In 2008 the 
first Marvel Cinematic Universe movie 
came out, the original Iron Man with 
Robert Downey, Jr.  Iron Man was part 
of the phase one roll out of the Marvel 
Cinematic Universe that introduced the 
world to its most popular characters: the 
Hulk, Thor, Captain American and, along 
with Iron Man, would group together to 
form the Avengers.  The Second phase 
of the Marvel Cinematic Universe 
continued the stories of the core group, 
plus introduced the already discussed 
Guardians of the Galaxy.  All total, the 
10 Marvel Cinematic Universe films that 
have come out from 2008-2014 have 
totaled $7.1 Billion in revenue for the 
films alone.  Yes, that is Billion with a 
“B.”  That does not even include the TV 
shows, “Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D” and the 
new “Agent Carter” that tie in with the 
movies.  Being a comic book lover is no 
longer a joke.  In fact, one of the reasons 
why I wrote on this subject is because I 
was feeling left out not knowing about the 
marvel universe and needed an excuse to 
be able to talk to the rest of society about 
the movies.

The brilliance of the Marvel Cinematic 
Universe is in its marketing.  They plan 
out which movies and how many will 
come out in a given year so as to not 

saturate the market and keep the demand 
high from the public.  Plus, by tying 
in the TV shows with the movies and 
other short films and new comic books, 
there is a lot of merchandise you have 
to consume to stay caught up with the 
Universe which, of course, means more 
money for Marvel.  I also personally 
feel that the Marvel Cinematic Universe 
has changed the way those movies are 
viewed.  One of the unique features of 
a Marvel Cinematic Universe movie are 
the post credit scenes.  It used to be that 
when the closing credits rolled, the movie 
was over.  As a kid I can remember only 
a handful of movies where you stayed 
until after the credits to see if there 
was a bonus scene.  The first one I can 
remember is “Ferris Bueller’s Day Off”.  
Some movies, like the Smokey and the 
Bandit movies featured out takes during 
the end of the film credits that were 
funny.  However, now with movies from 
the Universe, you have to stay in your seat 
during the credits because you may get a 
mid-credit bonus scene that advances the 
story or gives you a hint as to what you 
will see in the next Marvel movie, or a 
post credit scene that does the same or 
you might get both.  Also, Marvel movies 
tend to have cameos of other characters 
appear in films and also hide what are 
called “Easter eggs” or hidden gifts to 
devout fans of the comic books by way 
of references or objects that are placed in 
a particular scene.  I feel like you have a 
whole generation of film goers who rush 
to see the movie in the theatre and then 
rush to get the DVD so they can slow 
down the movie and go over particular 
scenes with a fine tooth comb looking for 
these “Easter eggs.”

Now, this is just a brief rundown of how 
comic book movies have taken over our 
culture and it is not going away anytime 
soon.  There are eleven (11) more Marvel 
Comic Universe movies scheduled 
between now and 2019.  This does 
even account for DC Comics’ (which 
include some better known comic book 
characters like Batman and Superman) 
attempt to copy Marvel’s success with 
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their own line of movies and TV shows.  
If you thought 2014 was the year of the 
comic book movie, just wait until 2015 
when “Avengers: Age of Ultron” comes 
out in May and then “Superman vs. 
Batman” starring Ben Affleck comes out 
in 2016.  Thankfully, if you want to get 
into the comic book movies, they seem to 
be running on cable all of the time or, of 
course, there is always Netflix.

I hope everyone has a safe start to the 
New Year and look back for a new article 
coming in February!
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cared for by a parent or relative who 
could qualify to receive child support 
themselves.  I would like to think the 
reason for the lack of child support 
cases for destitute adult children, 
despite the great number of individuals 
who fit within that category, is that their 
families are fulfilling their obligations 
to provide for them outside of the court 
system.  Unfortunately, I know that is 

not true and that it is more likely those 
destitute adult children and the parents 
or relatives who care for them simply 
aren’t any more aware of the law than 
those naïve non-custodial parents who  
eagerly count down the days until their 
child’s eighteenth birthday when they 
believe they will “be done” with child 
support forever. 
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Courtney Foster is a graduate of Duke 
University School of Law.  She is a former 
Assistant State’s Attorney for Prince 
George’s County and has been Special 
Counsel for the Prince George’s County 
Office of Child Support Enforcement 
since 2005.  
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Prior ConviCtions, Cont’d

concede the possession of the cocaine and 
marijuana the police found on Dallas but 
deny that the cocaine was for distribution. 
Yet, the court could not be certain what 
Dallas’s testimony would be until the court 
heard it.  The COA noted that the trial 
court, not unreasonably, envisioned that, 
had Dallas taken the stand, he might not 
have confined his testimony (consistent 
with counsel’s opening statement) to 
a denial of an intent to distribute the 
drugs found in his possession; he might 
instead have testified that he had never 
before distributed illegal drugs. Had his 
testimony been consistent with defense 
counsel’s opening statement, then the trial 
court might have decided that evidence 
of the prior convictions carried a risk of 
unfair prejudice.  Had Dallas testified 
more expansively, the trial court might 
have decided that the State should be 
permitted to impeach him with the prior 
convictions. Given the plausibility of 
either scenario, the court was not required 
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Virginia criminal attorney, Jonathan Oates, 
has tried two first-degree murder cases before 
a jury. Jon has handled hundreds of criminal 
and traffic cases in all northern Virginia 
jurisdictions, and regularly meets clients in 
our Falls Church office. Jon is fluent in 
Spanish.   
His cell is (202) 320-4160.  
 

David M. Wooten

Washington, DC criminal attorney, 
David Wooten, has tried many felony 
cases before a jury, including a recent 
acquittal in a sex offense case In 
Maryland.  David is fluent in Spanish, 
having served in the Peace Corps for 
two years in Ecuador.  
 His cell is (202) 770-8006.  
 

Andrew V. Jezic

,
OTHERWISE DELETE 
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criminal lawyers by Washingtonian magazine.  From 
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serious felony cases in D.C.  
His cell is (240) 687-2986. 
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cared for by a parent or relative who 
could qualify to receive child support 
themselves.  I would like to think the 
reason for the lack of child support 
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despite the great number of individuals 
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families are fulfilling their obligations 
to provide for them outside of the court 
system.  Unfortunately, I know that is 
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Courtney Foster is a graduate of Duke 
University School of Law.  She is a former 
Assistant State’s Attorney for Prince 
George’s County and has been Special 
Counsel for the Prince George’s County 
Office of Child Support Enforcement 
since 2005.  

to rule on the motion without first hearing 
Dallas’ direct testimony.

CONCLUSION
Whether seeking to use a prior conviction 
to challenge the credibility of a witness or 
defendant or whether seek to bar the use of 
a prior conviction, not only is it critical to 
be prepared to address the various factors, 
but the specific factual framework of the 
issues and defenses in the case are likely to 
determine the trial court’s determination as to 
the admissibility and use of a prior conviction.

Robert C. Bonsib, Esq. is a partner and 
Chair of the PGCBA Federal Practice 
Committee and Megan E. Coleman is 
an Associate at MarcusBonsib, LLC in 
Greenbelt, MD and both concentrate their 
practice in the defense of state and federal 
criminal matters.  
Email: robertbonsib@marcusbonsib.com 
or megancoleman@marcusbonsib.com
Website:  robertbonsib.com
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PLEASE CALL NOW ! 

 
The value of a personal injury case is significantly impacted by what work is 

done during the first 30 days  
Do not Fall prey to the complexities of a personal injury case 
 
The sooner you contact us, the more value we can add to your client’s case

 
Consider a Rule 1.5 fee-sharing agreement 

 
 

WE EXCLUSIVELY REPRESENT 
THE INJURED 

 
 

o MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS 
o TRUCKING ACCIDENTS 
o SLIP AND FALL  
o CONSTRUCTION ACCIDENTS 
o WORKER’S COMPENSATION 
o WRONGFUL DEATH  
o SOCIAL SECURITY/DISABILITY 

 
 

Licensed in Maryland and the District of Columbia 
MCGOWAN & CECIL, LLC 

www.Lawmcs.com 
410.551.2300 
301.483.9960 
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PGCBA
Rent our 

Conference Room.

Members: 
$15 per Hour

Non-Members:
$30 per Hour 

Large Conference Table
Seating for 15

Wi-Fi
Free Accessible Parking      

Call 301-952-1442
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Psychiatric Evaluations & Treatment 
 

~ NOW OPEN ~ 
 

AAC - Prince George’s County 
4333 Northview Drive, Bowie, MD  20716 

 
410-768-5988 (p) - 410-768-5989 (f) 
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Kent Island - Bowie 
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SUBMISSION 
DEADLINE: 

10TH OF 
THE MONTH
.........................

The deadline for 
submissions is 
January 10th 

for the February 
Newsjournal.

The NewsJournal is published nine times a year by the 
PGCBA. We welcome the submission of articles and other 
items of interest to the Bar members and also encourage 
your comments on the NewsJournal’s articles, columns, 
and letters. 

The PGCBA may reject or suggest edits for content, style 
and length of any submission.  Anonymous submissions are 
not published. The views expressed in the articles, letters 
and columns reflect the opinions of the authors and may 
not reflect the views of the PGCBA, its officers, or directors.
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faMilY laW, Matters: eason’s greetings - neW Year, neW 
Beginnings | by Paul G. Eason, Family Law Magistrate

By the time this article hits the street, 
the Christmas decorations, in all 

likelihood, will have been taken down 
and put away, the Yule Tree tossed out 
for re-cycling, and the NFL Playoffs will 
determine which teams go to the Super 
Bowl. Possibly, God forbid, some New 
Year’s resolutions may have already been 
broken.  However, a New Year is upon us; 
it’s 2015. We have a clean slate and a fresh 
start. 

That got me thinking about drafting 
another list for Family Law Practitioners – 
not a bucket list but a “Best Practices and 
Business Development Guide” – a “two-
fer” for you.

Let’s start with a review of what gets 
lawyers in hot water with the disciplinary 
authorities. 

A little perspective is in order. You have 
earned a college degree, graduated 
from law school, and passed the bar 
examination – all major accomplishments 
involving	significant	expenditures	of	time	
and treasure. You have decided to take the 
plunge	and	open	a	law	office.			Why	would	
anyone engage in conduct that might 
subject them to discipline?  It’s crazy. 
Sadly, we all know attorneys who have 
been censured, suspended or disbarred – 
promising careers needlessly cut short and 
reputations sullied or destroyed. All from 
avoidable,	self-inflicted	wounds.	

Some of the pressure on young lawyers 
which tempt them to cut corners is 
financial.	Many	attorneys	have	significant	
student loans to service and overhead 
to pay. The student debt, I understand. 
Banks were offering low interest loans 
with	 no	 risk	 to	 the	 financial	 institution	
because the loans were federally insured. 
There was literally no risk for the lender.  
Students took the bait and now it’s time 
to	 pay	 the	 fiddler.	 It	 is	 in	 all	 likelihood	
too late to do anything about the student 
loans but the personal and professional 
overhead is within your control. You will 
not be tempted to accept a case that will 
require you to be in Upper Marlboro and 

Ellicott City at the same time, or charge 
an unreasonable fee if you make it a goal 
to live within your means. That’s on you 
and it does not happen by accident. It takes 
planning.

Allow	me	 to	 digress	 -	when	 I	 first	 hung	
out my shingle, back in the mid-eighties, I 
had	to	find	and	furnish	an	office	but	more	
importantly market my practice. I had not 
grown up in Prince George’s County and 
knew no one here. Advertising was my 
only option to attract potential clients. 
I had to spend every available dime on 
self-promotion until the referrals came 
through. 

I was initially reticent of placing an ad 
in the Yellow Pages because one was 
required to sign a contract for a year and 
I was told, erroneously, that if you did not 
keep your Yellow Pages bill current, the 
phone company could cut off your phone 
service. I started off with Val-Pak—one 
could	purchase	an	ad/coupon	for	a	specific	
zip code and if you were retained by one 
client that would typically pay for the 
mailing. Then there was The Merchandiser 
newspaper.  Like Val-Pak, it also targeted 
a	specific	zip	code.	 	For	a	 fee,	an	article	
was written about you promoting your 
legal acumen and having the appearance 
of a serious piece of objective journalism. 
Both approaches worked pretty well. Then 
there were the specialty Yellow Pages. I 
was in the Hispanic Yellow Pages and the 
Ethiopian Yellow Pages; since I did not 
know Amharic, I had to trust the salesman 
that the ad actually said what I wanted it 
to say.  I was in the Red Book, a smaller 
version of the Yellow Pages published for 
individual communities. (e.g. the Bowie 
Red Book, the Greenbelt Red Book etc.) 
The ad rates were much less expensive 
precisely because the books were being 
distributed to a smaller audience. 

Finally,	one	could	find	my	ads,	on	the	back	
of church bulletins, grocery carts, movie 
guides and on the Tastee Diner placemat. I 
was even talked into a radio ad on WHUR. 
Aren’t you glad that Al Gore invented 
the internet? Now, you can market your 

practice for a fraction of what it used to 
cost. All that you need is a web developer, 
a catchy domain name, and good graphics. 
You would be astounded by the number of 
unhappily married and separated folk who 
troll the internet all day and night looking 
for legal advice. 

Affordability allows you to initially 
retain the client, but keeping the client 
and receiving referrals requires positive 
results. Contrarily, you may have beautiful 
offices,	 the	 latest	 technological	 gizmos	
and gadgets, expensive letterhead and 
stationary, but if you produce an inferior 
product and consistently receive poor 
results, your practice will not grow; it will 
wither and die. 

A good outcome, like a great bargain, is in 
the eye of the beholder. It is the attorney’s 
job to create reasonable expectations. 
Do not overpromise. Some results you 
can	 confidently	 predict,	 others,	 less	 so.	
Requests for alimony, attorney’s fees, 
monetary awards, or contribution toward 
joint debt are quite speculative and case 
specific.	 Does	 your	 client	 present	 well?	
Who is your Judge or Magistrate? There 
are many variables. 

The key to a successful practice and 
eventual prosperity is client referrals. They 
are free and unvarnished testimonials to 
your competence. Like a tsunami, client 
referrals will start out slowly but build 
gradually until the referrals become the 
primary source of new business. That 
should be the ultimate goal.  

The following, are my ten suggestions 
honed over twenty years in the trenches, 
guaranteed to grow your business.
•	 Set realistic expectations initially 

regarding potential outcomes, the 
time	 it	 will	 take	 to	 schedule	 a	 final	
merits hearing, AND how much the 
client will be expected to spend.

•	 Invest in software (SASI Guidelines 
and Financial Statements) and ensure 
that your pleadings are neat and 
accurate. 

continued on page 24
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1966 Greenspring Drive
Suite 500 
Timonium, Maryland 21093
Toll Free: 1.800.408.2080
Phone: 410.308.1600
Fax: 410.308.1742 
www.medicalneg.com

Accepting referrals in the areas of birth 
injury, cerebral palsy, complex medical 
malpractice and catastrophic personal 
injury litigation. 

Your Partner. 
An Advocate for Your Clients. 
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•	 Go over the Discovery process at 
your initial meeting and explain to 
the clients what they will be expected 
to do. Clients hate the Discovery 
demands as much as lawyers do.

•	 Be on time for everything, 
appointments, depositions, and 
hearings.

•	 Do NOT overbook yourself. Clients, 
Judges, and Magistrates hate waiting 
for lawyers who have scheduled 
themselves in two places at the same 
time.

•	 Return all phone calls and e-mails as 
quickly as possible.

•	 Provide your clients with copies 
of everything you produce on their 
behalf.

•	 Decline to represent clients you know 
will never be happy (Weatherly’s 
Rule; “Avoid being the third lawyer.”).

•	 Do not agree to represent potential 
clients if you suspect you will be “in 
over your head.” If you know little to 
nothing about LLC’s, stock options 
or racehorses, now is not the time to 
learn. Refer the client to an appropriate 
lawyer or associate yourself with 
seasoned co-counsel. Along the same 
lines, if your opponent is represented 
by	a	large	and	litigious	law	firm	-	the	
kind that likes to have associates send 
you	“deficiency	letters”	every	couple	
of days, maybe you should decline to 
accept the case. You will be “papered 
under” and miserable. 

•	 Attend CLE’s and make it your 
business to be familiar with all of the 
latest appellate rulings.

Assuming you have followed my 
suggestions and business is on the rise, 
let’s discuss what to do to keep your clients 
happy and avoid disciplinary complaints. 
To that end, I was curious about whether 
Family Law practitioners have different 
ethical challenges then lawyers engaged 
in other specialties. So, I called Glen 
Grossman, Bar Counsel of the Attorney 
Grievance Commission, and posed that 
question to him.  His answer was that the 

complaints he receives generally apply to 
attorneys in all practice areas.

However, based on what I have read and 
observed, Family Law attorneys should 
scrupulously avoid the following: 
•	 Charging an unreasonable fee. 

o A $5,000 fee for an uncontested 
divorce taken by default is 
unreasonable.

•	 Incompetent representation. 

o Filing for an Absolute divorce 
before it is ripe is simple 
arithmetic and failing to ascertain 
if the opponent has any pension 
rights or other retirement 
accounts is malpractice.

•	 Lack of diligence. 

o Not showing up in Court and 
tardiness. Propounding no 
discovery. Failing to meet with 
and prepare the client for trial. 
Not returning client calls and 
emails. 

•	 Failure to maintain an IOLTA 
approved Trust account and/or 
commingling funds. 

o Overdrawing the Trust account is 
a guaranteed Attorney Grievance 
referral and the bank will be the 
one who turns you in!

•	 Misappropriating funds. 

o e.g. taking funds from the escrow 
account before you have earned 
it. Do not do it.

•	 Engaging in a sexual relationship 
with your client during the course of 
representation. This is a classic “no 
brainer.”

•	 Not	 filing	 your	 taxes,	 not	 paying	
your taxes, and not forwarding the 
withholding you have deducted from 
your employees’ pay checks to the 
IRS.  In many cases, these are crimes.

•	 Failing to have a comprehensive, 
written retainer agreement. 

o A provision that should be 
included in your retainer 
agreement and made clear to a 
client is who will be responsible 
for preparing (and paying for) a 
QDRO or Pension Order.  

•	 Any conduct involving dishonesty, 
fraud, deceit or misrepresentation. 

o Do not lie to your client or Bar 
Counsel and never sign your 
client’s name without permission. 
It is forgery. Return all unearned 
fees immediately.

Suffice	 to	 say,	 successful	 lawyers	 are	
overwhelmingly ethical. The two qualities 
go hand-in-hand.

Resolve this year to be a zealous advocate 
who operates their practice within the 
bounds of the law!

Happy New Year to you and yours! 
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Virginia criminal attorney, Jonathan Oates, 
has tried two first-degree murder cases before 
a jury. Jon has handled hundreds of criminal 
and traffic cases in all northern Virginia 
jurisdictions, and regularly meets clients in 
our Falls Church office. Jon is fluent in 
Spanish.   
His cell is (202) 320-4160.  
 

David M. Wooten

Washington, DC criminal attorney, 
David Wooten, has tried many felony 
cases before a jury, including a recent 
acquittal in a sex offense case In 
Maryland.  David is fluent in Spanish, 
having served in the Peace Corps for 
two years in Ecuador.  
 His cell is (202) 770-8006.  
 

Andrew V. Jezic

,
OTHERWISE DELETE 

In 2011 and 2013, Andrew Jezic, a former prosecutor in 
Montgomery County, was selected to the list of best 
criminal lawyers by Washingtonian magazine.  From 
2011-2014, Mr. Jezic has been recognized as a Super 
Lawyer.  He has tried 85 cases before a jury.  Andy is co-
author of the treatise, Maryland Law of Confessions, 
published by West, and is fluent in Spanish. He handles 
serious felony cases in D.C.  
His cell is (240) 687-2986. 
 

Law Offices of Jezic, Krum & Moyse, LLC 

Phone: (240)-292-7200
       (703)-763-7708

 
Offices in Prince George’s

County, Washington, DC and 
Falls Church, VA

Visit Jezicfirm.com
 

Open on weekends
Free consultations 

Need a referral for Virginia or
DC criminal/traffic cases? 

Assisted Reproduction * Surrogacy * Donors

Estate Planning * Wills * Trusts

Upper Marlboro * Bethesda

www.kinseylawgroup.com * nicole@kinseylawgroup.com

KINSEY LAW GROUP, P.C.
REPRODUCTIVE LAW & ESTATE PLANNING

B u i l d i n g a n d P r o t e c t i n g F a m i l i e s
301-968-1630

PICTURE 
YOUR AD 

HERE!
Call 301-952-1442

continued from page 22
faMilY laW, Con’t
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LAWYER REFERRAL SERVICE REPORT: 
11/15/14-12/15/14

NumbER OF CALLS: 507
NumbER OF REFERRALS: 283
TOP 5 AREAS OF LAW:
1. TORTS
2. REAL ESTATE
3. FAmILY
4. CONSumER
5. EmPLOYmENT

James Nearchos, Vice President

14700 Main Street, 2nd Floor, Upper Marlboro, MD 20772

301-952-5741  |  jnearchos@mtb.com

  mtb.com ©2014 M&T Bank. Member FDIC. 

Professional Solutions For Your Legal Practice.

M&T Bank understands your primary goal is to provide sound legal advice for your clients. We also understand you’re responsible for 
the financial growth of your firm. M&T Bank can help you run the financial side of your business so you can focus more time advising 
your clients.

M&T Solutions for you and your firm.
Your bank should understand the unique needs of your law firm. 
Receiving payments, making payments and managing your finances 
are important needs in the day-to-day life of your practice and M&T 
has solutions for your financial needs.

•  Full service checking accounts

•  Commercial savings accounts

•  Treasury Management services

•  Interest on Lawyer Accounts (IOLA) and Interest on Lawyer Trust 

Accounts (IOLTA)

•  Personal finances

Attorney financing.
Get access to the capital you need to operate and grow your practice. 
M&T provides loans with flexible terms to fit your needs. Lending 
decisions are made locally, so you can work directly with people who 
understand your business and your community.

•  Working capital line of credit

•  Start up loans

•  Partner buy-in financing

• Buy-out or purchase loans

•  Office supply and equipment loans

•  Owner-occupied commercial mortgages

•  Investment real estate loans
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With the growing use of mobile devices, many free and 
paid apps have been developed for consumer use. 

Below is a list of legal apps compiled by the Prince George’s 
County Circuit Court Law Library which you may find useful. 
The list includes apps for iPads, iPhones, Blackberries, and 
Android devices.

Pricing information may have changed. These apps and more 
have been provided by the UCLA School of Law, Hugh & 
Hazel Darling Law Library at http://libguides.law.ucla.edu/
mobilelegalapps. 

ABA Journal is a free app for that provides breaking legal 
news and articles featured in the ABA Journal. The app may 
be downloaded from the iTunes App Store.

The American Arbitration Association’s new mobile app 
provides ready access to AAA rules, codes, and protocols, 
as well as contact information for AAA offices worldwide. 
The app is free and may be downloaded from the iTunes App 
Store for use on iOS devices and from Google Play for use 
on Droid devices.

The American Lawyer is a free app that provides instant 
access to recent issues of American Lawyer every month. 
The app may be downloaded from the iTunes App Store for 
iOS devices or Google Play for Droid devices.

The Bloomberg app provides you with current information 
about news, stock quotes, market trends analysis, and more. 
The app is free and may be downloaded from the iTunes App 
Store, Google Play, and Blackberry App World. 

Lawyers.com is a mobile app powered by LexisNexis 
Martindale-Hubbell. With the app, users can search for 
attorneys or law firms from 160 countries. The app is free 
and may be downloaded from the iTunes App Store.

The NPR News app is a free app that allows you to follow 
local and national news, listen to your favorite NPR programs 
when you like, and more. The app may be downloaded from 
the iTunes App Store for use on iOS devices and from Google 
Play for use on Android devices.

The NY Times app allows you to access the latest news 
articles and photos that appear on NYTimes.com. It may 
be downloaded from the iTunes App Store for use on iOS 
devices and from Google Play for use on Android devices. 

The National Law Journal, the nation’s leading legal 
weekly publication, is now accessible through an iPad app 
through the iTunes App Store. 

Nolo’s Plain English Law Dictionary is a great alternative 
to the Black’s Law Dictionary mobile application. The 
application may be downloaded from the iTunes App Store 
for use on iOS devices, and from Google Play for use on 
Droid devices.

Reuters News Pro is a free mobile app whose features 
include world, business, and market news, optimized for easy 
reading on mobile devices. The app is available for use on 
iPhones, iPod Touch devices, Blackberry smartphones, and 
the Android. Information for downloading the app on these 
devices may be found on the Reuters website, http://www.
reuters.com/tools/mobile.

The Wolfram Lawyer’s Professional Assistant is a legal 
reference tool that provides access to a dictionary of legal 
terms, statutes of limitations for each state in the U.S., a 
tool for calendar calculations, a variety of calculators, and 
crime rate and demographic data. The app is compatible for 
use on all iOS devices. The app sells for $4.99 and may be 
downloaded from the iTunes App Store.

Information from the Prince George’s County 
Circuit Court Law Library

New Titles! New Editions! At the Prince George’s County 
Circuit Court Law Library

The Prince George’s County Circuit Court Law Library presents a list 
of new materials acquired during November 2014. 

Feel free to visit the Library and review any materials, new or old.

New titles at the Law Library - November 2014

BOOKS
Civil Procedure Forms: Maryland Practice Series, 2014-
2015 ed.
 KFM 1730 .M3 2014 RESERVE

Maryland Criminal Law and Motor Vehicle Handbook: 
with related statutes including legal guidelines, 2013-
2014 ed.
 KFM 1761 .M37 2013 RESERVE

Maryland Vehicle Law Annotated, 2014 ed.
 KFM 1497 .A29 M374 2014 RESERVE

New Appleman Insurance Law Practice Guide, 2015 ed.
 KF 1164 .N49 2014

 

CD-ROMS
Maryland Civil Procedure Forms, 2014
 Kept at Reserve Desk

Maryland Corporate Practice and Forms: The Saul 
Ewing Manual, 2014
 Kept at Reserve Desk

Mode r n  Rea l  Es ta te  P rac t i ce  Fo r m s  a n d 
Commentary, 2014
 Kept at Reserve Desk
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101 College Parkway, Arnold, MD 21012 | 410-777-7323 
For registration, speaker and seminar information, visit 

www.aacc.edu/legalstudies/cle. 

In Partnership with Anne Arundel Bar Association 

LEG 523 - Appellate Practice: From Beginners to Experts Developed for both expert 
practitioners and for attorneys who handle appeals only rarely.  Learn from Judges from the Court 
of Appeals and Court of Special Appeals their insight on fundamental procedures, proper 
techniques, and practical strategies. Learn how to navigate the Maryland rules of procedure and 
the best practices for petitioning for review in Maryland appellate courts. $55.00 (add $10.00 if 
out of county) 
Speakers:   Hon. Glenn T. Harrell,                      When:        Feb. 19, 2015 6–8:15 pm  
                   Hon. Timothy E. Meredith & Robert Zarbin, Esq. 

LEG 520 - Effective Presentation of Damages in a Civil Jury Gain knowledge on how to 
prepare and present a claim for damages effectively in a civil jury trial. Learn what is beneficial 
and what is detrimental to enhancing a jury’s award for damages.  Learn the fundamentals of 
analyzing the types of damages, documenting the extent of the injury and assesses the injury’s 
effect on the plaintiff as well as how to maximize the size of the award. $55.00 (add $10.00 if out 
of county) 
 Speakers: Allen Cohen, Esq.   When: March 24, 2014 6–8:15 pm   

& Deborah Potter, Esq  
  

Where: Room 100, Center for Applied Learning Technologies (CALT) Building  
 

Mediation Seminars and Trainings 

LEG 373 - Mediator Ethics: Advertising and Mediator Fees: Sharpen your ability to 
recognize ethical and unethical conduct by discussing and examining various examples of 
advertisements.  Review and discuss the criteria used in establishing an appropriate fee to be 
charged in mediation. $50.00 ($60.00 if an out-of-county resident)  
* This course satisfies Title 17 continuing education requirements and MPME mandate for continuing education in 
ethics training. 
Speaker:  Stephen Krohn, Esq.    When: Feb. 25, 2015 6–8:15 pm  

Where: Room 253, Careers (CRSC) Center 
 

LEG 358 Mediator Ethics: Confidentiality: Examine mediator’s and parties’ responsibility for 
confidentiality, including communications during mediation, confidentiality of written 
agreements, permitted disclosures, and admissibility of discoverable material.  Develop strategies 
for handling confidentiality issues during a mediation session.  $50.00 ($60.00 if an out-of-county 
resident) 
* This course satisfies Title 17 continuing education requirements and MPME mandate for continuing education in 
ethics training. 
Speaker: Nancy Hirshman   When: April 29, 2015 6–8:15 pm  

Where: Room 253, Careers (CRSC) Center 

For easy and fast registration, print out a registration form from the website below 
and fax it to (410) 777-4325 or email a PDF to lehoward1@aacc.edu. 
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RONALD I. WEINER, PHD, LLC 

Specializing in Forensic Mental Health Services for over 40 years 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SEX OFFENDER TREATMENT SERVICES  
FOR ADULTS & JUVENILES 

 
COMPREHENSIVE PSYCHOSEXUAL RISK  ASSESSMENTS 

 
POLYGRAPH EXAMINATIONS 

 
WHITE COLLAR CRIME/FRAUD   

FORENSIC SENTENCING  EVALUATIONS 
 
 

SEXUAL ADDICTION/SEXUAL DISORDERS OUTPATIENT  
TREATMENT PROGRAM 

 

COMPETENCY EVALUATIONS 

 

RONALD I. WEINER, PHD, LLC 
801 ROEDER ROAD, SUITE 425 

SILVER SPRING, MD 20910 
301-949-4907 (PHONE) 301-585-8740 (FAX)  

WWW.RWEINERPHDLLC.COM 

www.cfes.com
cfes@cfes.com
800.966.6099

We’ve been helping clients tell 
their damages story since 1980. 
Call us to discuss how we can 

help put the pieces of your 
damages case together.

DAMAGES
earnings

MCARE

reduction to present value

employee stock options

life expectancy

hedonic damages

mitigation

cost of capital

front pay

productivity s-corp

fringe benefits

fringe

ERISA

Kackzkowski v. Bolubasz

McClinton v. White

personal maintenance

household services
household services employee stock options

hedonic damagesMcClinton V. White

productivity
employee stock options

s-corp
cost of capital

reduction to present value

JENNIFER FAIRFAX

Fellow of the
AMERICAN ACADEMY OF

Adoption Attorneys

Adoption Law • Reproduction Law • Surrogacy • Donor Agreements
Domestic, Second Parent and Relative Adoptions

827 Woodside Parkway
Silver Spring, MD 20910
301.221.9651
fax: 301.589.2339
jfairfax@jenniferfairfax.com
www.jenniferfairfax.com

Member of RESOLVE Mid-Atlantic Region • Licensed in Maryland and the District of Columbia

Fellow of the
AMERICAN ACADEMY OF

Assisted Reproductive Technology Attorneys

Contact Sherry Sanderson at 301-838-0788 
Prince George’s County & Montgomery County 

COMPLETE
LEGAL

ADVERTISING
SERVICE

Accurate • Reliable • Flexible • Best Rates
Experience • County Wide Coverage 

Prompt Service • Community-Oriented

RENT THIS 
2 BLOCK AD   

2¼ X 4¼ 
..............

CALL THE BAR 
ASSOCIATION AT 
301-952-1442.
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ConferenCe rooM  
rentals

UPPER MARLBORO: CLOSE 
TO COURTHOUSE - PGCBA Bar 
Office Conference Room (Wifi now 
available) Hourly Rentals-Schedule 
your next committee meeting, depo-
sition, arbitration, mediation or cli-
ent/attorney conference by calling 
(301) 952-1442. Members: $15 per 
hour; Non-Members $30 per hour. 

LAWYER’S LOUNGE CONFER-
ENCE ROOM - COURTHOUSE - 
available for members to rent at $15 per 
hour. Call (301) 952-1442 to schedule. 

offiCe sPaCe - availaBle
BOWIE-IRRESISTIBLE TERMS: 
Attractive	Office.	All	amenities.	Call	
Robert Law at (301) 464-3900. 

UPPER MARLBORO: Furnished 
office	 with	 parking,	 library,	 phone,	
fax. Walking distance to courthouse. 
Call Ed O’Connell (301) 627-7700. 

GREENBELT – FULL AND PART 
TIME USE – Great location at 
Beltway exit  23, between U of MD 
and NASA, near METRO and U.S. 
District Court.  Fully furnished, 
ground level, free parking, 24/7 
access. Call K. Folstein, 301-982-
3080. 

UPPER MARLBORO: Furnished 
office	 with	 conference	 room	 on	
ground level with plenty of parking. 
Full time & occasional use options. 
Contact Colleen (240) 304-6519

WINDOWED OFFICE AVAIL-
ABLE ON LOBBY LEVEL OF 50 
WEST MONTGOMERY AVE. In-
cludes use of conference room, WIFI, 
receptionist services and free park-
ing. Copier available. 1 blk to Court-
house, 2 blks to Metro. Contact Mar-
garet 301-217-9388 or grady.law@
hotmail.com.

OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE 
IN LANHAM. Includes use of 
conference room, phone system and 
WiFi, Call Keith Parris at 301-306-
8222.   

Position availaBle

ESTABLISHED, MULTI-FAC-
ETED SUBURBAN MARYLAND 
LAW FIRM SEEKS ATTORNEY 
with substantial experience and an 
established self-managed practice 
in real estate transactions and docu-
ment	preparation.	The	firm	is	forward	
thinking and compensation is based 
on production and origination fac-
tors. All replies will be kept strictly 
confidential.	Reply	 to	 jchazen@mrr-
law.net with resume and other rel-
evant information and requirements.

ASSOCIATE-PERSONAL IN-
JURY LITIGATION: Maryland 

law	firm	practicing	mainly	 in	Prince	
George’s County and Montgomery 
County requires bilingual attorney 
(Spanish) with experience in plain-
tiff’s workers’ compensation and or 
automobile accident litigation, and 
or	 criminal/traffic	 defense.	 Must	 be	
member of MD bar. DC bar a plus. 
Email resume to naculi1975@gmail.
com

serviCes
ECONOMIST: Dr. Richard Edel-
man. Lost Income Valuation. See Ad 
on page 9.

EXPERIENCED SUPERVISOR 
of VISITATIONS - Court Referred. 
ElizabethBenitz@gmail.com. 410-739-
8600 Rates: $40/hour with Report

LEGAL SECRETARY: I am an ex-
perienced legal secretary seeking to be 
a	part	of	your	office/firm.	I	am	looking	
for a full time position but willing to 
consider a part time to permanent op-
portunity. Salary is negotiable. Reply 
to birdie200@aol.com.

Classified	Advertising	Rates
Per Month

PGCBA Members:
 2 lines (minimum) $15, 

3 lines $19,
  4 lines $23, 

each additional line $4

Non-Members:
 2 lines (minimum) $17, 3 lines $21, 
4 lines $25, each additional line $5

Internal Box Responses $5 add’l.

Post-publication billing; 
automatic renewal each month 
until	notification	of	cancellation.

Deadline for Submission: 10th of 
month preceding publication.

Classified ads
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

BenCH to Bar Panel disCussion
January 22, 2015

4:00 PM
Courthouse

“Rules and Strategies in Taking/Defending Depositions”
Guest Speakers: Charles Spigelman, Esq. and Gian Ghiardi, Esq., and Michele 

Eddy, Court Reporter, Merrill Corporation
 

Guest Judge: The Honorable Leo Green, 
Sponsored by Merrill Corporation

...followed by...

HaPPY Hour
5:30 PM - OTI

sponsored by


